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PASTOR’S COLUMN: Lent, Our Joyful Discipline 

 “Discipline” is a word whose Biblical meaning has been lost 
on our culture. It’s generally heard in terms of using 
punishment to correct disobedience. But in the broader sense 
it refers to a way of living, or behaving, that serves a higher 
purpose or greater good. For Christians this higher purpose is 
God’s will for us. In Hebrews 12:10 we read, “For (our human 
parents) disciplined us for a short time as seemed best to 
them, but (God) disciplines us for our good, in order that we may share his holiness.” 

Lent is the 40-day journey (not including Sundays) * that begins with Ash Wednesday on February 
26. The word comes from the old English word “lencten,” meaning lengthen. It refers the 
lengthening of days as spring approaches. Just as the earth is being renewed, so this is a time for 
us to reflect on the new birth we received in our baptism and prepare ourselves spiritually to 
walk with Jesus into his passion, death, and resurrection.  

This season offers us a joyful opportunity to take on disciplines that open new pathways in our 
soul to God. In so doing we are invited to let go of our worldly concerns and become like children, 
with God as our “Abba,” or “Daddy,” as both Jesus and Paul addressed God. Psalm 131 helps 
bring us there: 

O Lord, I am not proud; 
I have no haughty looks, 
     I do not occupy myself 
     with great matters,  
     or with things that are  
     too hard for me. 
But I still my soul and make it quiet, 
Like a child upon its mother’s breast; 
       My soul is quieted within me. 
O Israel, wait upon the Lord, 
       From this time forth and forevermore.  (ELW translation) 

http://www.holytrinitymarshall.com/
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For Lutherans Lent is not about giving up, as in Catholic tradition, but taking on. The end result is 
the same, though: In Lent we are called to repent, which means turning away from sin and back 
to God. We seek ways to turn us away from habits that separate us from God. This is where the 
“taking on” comes in: We take on practices that focus our attention on God instead of allowing 
ourselves to become distracted.   
 
On our Welcome Desk you will find copies of a Lenten devotional produced by the ELCA devoted 
to world hunger. Or you may try a more “disciplined” approach to reading the Bible such as this, 
in which you identify one verse or a short passage: 
 
Practice #1: PRAY the Scripture. 
It is said that Martin Luther taught his barber a simple way to pray the scripture. It is a four -
step approach signified by the letters P-R-A-Y. Praise. Repent. Ask. Yield. 
 
Practice #2: Lectio Divina: Divine Reading of Scripture. 
There are a number of approaches. This works well at home with family members or in a 
small group with others. What in the passage catches my attention? What does it touch my 
life? What does God want me to do? 
 
Practice #3: Reading with All Your Senses: The Ignatian Method. Named for Ignatius of 
Loyola (d. 1556), a contemporary of Martin Luther, this encourages us to read a passage with 
all our senses, to put yourself in the midst of the story, to be an active participant, and then 
to ask—What would Jesus say to me? 

As you embark on your own journey of repentance and renewal, you’ll notice differences in our 
worship. Alleluias and hymns of praise are set aside. Our songs become more reflective. The 
liturgical color changes to purple, which signifies repentance or penitence. Crosses and crucifixes 
may even be covered with veils to emphasize how sin separates us from God. Everything turns 
inward until the victorious Resurrection when the colors brighten, the veils are removed, and 
Alleluias once again break forth in joyous celebration. 

Please join us for Ash Wednesday at 6:30 pm on February 26. The imposition of ashes – when you 
receive ashes in the sign of the cross on your forehead – sets the tone for Lent. Each time you see 
yourself in a mirror the ashes are a striking reminder that “you are dust, and to dust you shall 
return” (Genesis 3:19b). But the cross offers hope. Let’s live into that hope together as we 
embark on the joyful discipline of Lent.  
_______________________ 
  
* If you are strictly following the 40-day calendar, Lent ends on Saturday, April 11, the day before 
Easter. Lutherans understand Lent as ending on Wednesday, April 8; the “Great Three Days,” or 
Triduum, begins with Maundy Thursday on April 9.  
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GIVING—SIMPLY     
 
A wise person recently said, “If you are not asking people for money, you are standing in the way 
of their discipleship.”  
 
Everything we have comes from God, and the Christian life extends to us the 
grace-filled invitation to return all this to God in greater measure—since of 
course we can’t take it with us when we die! Think of the Parable of the 
Talents in Matthew 25 and Luke 19 in which the good servants return two-
fold, or five-fold, what their master had entrusted to them. 
 
Secure electronic giving is the classic win-win. We all benefit: No offering envelopes to 
remember; no missed giving opportunities because you’re on vacation or out of town; lower 
mailing costs for us and less paper usage in general.   
 
As Holy Trinity is looking ahead to another challenging year financially, we have been working 
hard to make your secure giving experience easy and enjoyable.  
 

 From your computer, just go to the newly designed “Give” page on our web site, 
holytrinitymarshall.com, and find the bright red box. If it’s a recurring gift you’ll be asked 
to create a signup (make sure to scroll down to “Next” as you walk through).  

 From your smartphone, download the GivePlus Mobile App from the App store or Google 
Play and sign up. You can also give to Holy Trinity simply by texting a dollar amount to 
608-709-0483, the GiveText number specially assigned to us.  

 
Regardless of what method you use, we are hoping and praying for an increase in your giving this 
year--especially if you do not have a pattern of giving regularly. A regular offering, no matter how 
small, will create more of a sense of belonging and investment in this holy enterprise. 
Remember—we are here for you 24/7, in all seasons of life. The budget we approved for 2020 
could not be more bare-bones. At present all we can do (barely) is keep the church open and the 
lights on. We are trying to break out of our dependence on in-kind giving (necessities donated by 
others that we really should be paying for), and our heavy reliance on our own fundraisers to 
make ends meet. Breaking out of these patterns will enable us to expand our ministries (youth 
and family!), and send money somewhere, anywhere, outside of our own doors.  
 
If you say “I can’t afford to give” or “…to give any more than I am,” the Council and I respect that. 
But we also respectfully ask that you take a look at your weekly or monthly budget. We did this in 
Confirmation recently in our discussion of stewardship. I asked them total up what they typically 
spend in a week, and then calculate 10% of that (a tithe). Then we asked: Where in your budget 
can you trim out 10% so that you can then give that amount to the church?  
 
If you cannot tithe, then what is 2% of your budget—or even 1%? Every increase in giving, no 
matter how small, will help us move mountains. Please call the office, write to us, or stop in with 
any questions—we’re happy to do all we can to support you.   
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YOUTH MISSION TRIP AUGUST 2-8 TO LORAIN, OHIO   Pastor Tim Knipfer of Bristol Lutheran, 
Pastor Rick Bursch of Spring Prairie Lutheran, and I are excited to offer a weeklong mission trip 
this summer to youth in grades 7 and up.  

Our trip takes place August 2-8 and we’ll be driving to Lorain, Ohio, a hard-hit city on Lake Erie 
west of Cleveland. Mostly likely we will be engaged in home construction and food ministry 
projects. The trip is organized through the highly respected Next Step Ministries, with whom 
Pastor Tim has worked on numerous occasions in past years in his former ministry as a youth 
director. With well-trained staff and a strong Christian ethic, Next Step works through existing 
service programs at each of their ministry sites. Last month we three pastors met with Next Step 
staff, and we know it’s going to be a terrific experience.  

But there’s a larger purpose. This isn’t just about a one-time trip to 
help those in need. This gives us a starting point in joining together 
with youth from our area to do youth ministry as a group. The first 
step in this is coming together to serve and grow in our relationships 
with God and each other. What better way than an exciting, perhaps 
eye-opening, mission trip experience helping those who need it most?  

For $419 plus travel expenses, Next Step arranges and supervise everything we do, and provides 
for meals, housing, and daily worship and prayer. Next Step brings several groups each summer 
to each of their locations, so they have great relationships with those at each site. You can read 
about Next Step at https://nextstepministries.com/ and view the video about our specific trip to 
Lorain. Bristol in Sun Prairie, 6835 County Hwy N, will host a meeting on Tuesday, February 18 at 
6:30 p.m. where you can learn more and also sign up. If you can’t make that, Pastor Raabe can 
give you all the information. Students need not be members of our churches; bring a friend or 
two along! We will be doing fundraising to offset the cost. At the meeting we will:  

• Discuss addition questions. 
• Fill out registration forms and give a 50.00 deposit to reserve a spot. 
• Discuss fundraising ideas. 
• Who will chaperone and how to travel to Lorain.  

 
 
ANNUAL MEETING HIGHLIGHTS  The Annual Meeting was held on January 26, 2020 following one 
worship service at 10:00. Pastor Raabe led a responsive litany and Vice-President Barb Anderson 
called the meeting to order at 10:54 am with George Socha as parliamentarian. Pastor Raabe led 
a slide show highlighting aspects of how the church’s budget is spent and gave a tour through 
2019 in photos. Pastor Raabe then presented the 2020 budget, noting that in 2019 we came in 
$17,000 below our projected budget. The 2020 budget will decrease from $151,744 to $150,899, 
which includes a deficit of about $10,000 in projected income with the hope that either more 
income will be generated in 2020 or less spent than budgeted, as was the case in 2019.  
 

https://nextstepministries.com/
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Chuck Baldridge made motion to approve budget for 2020 and Matt Stensven seconded. Todd  
then asked to have the budget amended to allow for funds to re-do our parking lot. After 
discussion it was resolved to create a Parking Lot Fund to which people may donate. Resurfacing 
bids obtained by Steve Weisenel and Tim Deneen range from $8,000-$10,000. After the 
amendment was voted down we returned to the original motion to approve the budget. All in 
favor, budget approved. 
 
Pastor Raabe thanked Barb Anderson, George Socha and John Baneck (not present) for their 
service on Council. Gary Waalkens, Stephanie Woodley and Carol Woldt were presented as 
candidates for those seats. With no further nominations, they were elected by a majority vote to 
new three-year terms. On behalf of the Endowment/Investment Committee, Todd Madaus gave a 
short talk on giving to the Endowment and Memorial Funds. The viability of the 10:30 service was 
also discussed, since attendance has been very low. Eliminating that service would save us $1,650 
in musician costs over the course of a year, but it was expressed that the service is needed for 
Sunday School teachers so they can attend worship each week. Currently our Sunday School 
program takes place during the 9:00 service. Following the Lord’s Prayer, the meeting was 
adjourned at 12:04 p.m. into the fellowship hall for the potluck lunch.  
 
Copies of the Annual Report and full budget are available to members in the office; contact the 
office if you’d like them mailed to your home.  
 

 
 
WE NEED GREETERS!    Be a warm and engaging greeter or usher. These 
folks are of utmost importance. They are among the first smiles and 
personal conversations once a guest is out of their car. World-class 
hospitality is essential. A bored, untrained or distracted greeter might 
ensure your guest does not return; an usher who is talking to his or her 
buddies and doesn’t make eye contact, or who fails to notice when help is 
needed, can affect a guest’s experience.  
 

 
CHURCH NEWS 

 
The Holy Trinity Women’s Book Group will meet at the parsonage on February 3 and again on 
February 17 to continue their discussions of the book It's Not Supposed to Be This Way by Lysa 
Terkeurst.   
 
The Spaghetti Dinner & Silent Auction is being planned for Sunday March 29 from 11:30-2:00. 
If you are interested in helping, please contact Kathy Deneen or the church office.  The Silent 
Auction will run from 11:30 to 1:30 when bidding ends.  If you know someone or a place of 
business who would be willing to donate Silent Auction items, please contact them and bring the 
items to the office.  The Silent Auction is a very important part of this fundraiser. 
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Spaghetti w/sauce, bread, lettuce salad, milk, lemonade and coffee will be the dinner offering 
with prices as follows: 
 
  $7, adults          $5, seniors        $5, children ages 10-17            FREE for children 9 and under 
 
Carry-outs will be available.  Free will offerings are given for our wonderful dessert table filled 
with delicious-ness!  
 
There will also be games and activities for the kids, so plan to attend and bring family and friends.   
  
Vande Walle’s candy bars are still available! They can be purchased at Wednesday or Sunday 
services, or whenever the office is open. They are $1.00 each, or pick up a tote for $40.00 to sell 
to your family, friends, and coworkers.  
 

Pastor’s Weekly Coffee Hour Thursdays at 12 noon. Pastor Raabe is 
again hosting a weekly coffee hour every Thursday at noon at 
Paradiddle’s Café in Waterloo, 1003 N. Monroe Street. Reconnect 
with members, make new friends. Bring your ideas, hopes, and 
dreams for Holy Trinity, or let’s just solve the world’s problems.                       

March is Holy Trinity’s month to serve as hosts at the Marshall-Waterloo Food Pantry (117 E. 
Madison Street, use door in the alley).  Volunteers are needed for Wednesday evenings (7-8 pm) 
and Saturday mornings (9-10 am).  Volunteers should arrive 10 minutes prior to the opening of 
the pantry.  There is a sign-up sheet on the bulletin board.  Please consider volunteering.   
 
Quilts for LWR    Please continue to provide new fabric that can be cut into squares for making 
quilts. Many friends and members of Holy Trinity have donated fabric that had accumulated at 
the homes of friends and relatives. Others have purchased fabric at fabric stores, resale shops 
and garage sales that they in turn donate to this project. It’s possible, also, for someone to take 
the next step and cut 11-inch squares of fabric and donate them. Our quilters are thankful for all 
who have supported Holy Trinity’s mission to make quilts that are sent around the world by 
Lutheran World Relief. 
 
NOTE:  The church is now locked after office hours.  If you need to get in at another time, please 
call the church office to make arrangements.   
 
Sunday worship helpers (greeters, ushers, lectors, communion assistants) are always needed.   
There’s a sign-up sheet on the bulletin board and one for snacks and coffee-making each Sunday.  
 
Offering Envelopes  If you are giving electronically and no longer wish to receive weekly offering 
envelopes, please e-mail htcstaff@holytrinity-marshall.com and let us know that; otherwise you 
will continue to receive them.  Thank you. 
 
 

mailto:htcstaff@holytrinity-marshall.com
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Thrivent Choice Dollars -- Attention all Thrivent members: You are now required to register for 
Thrivent Choice annually.  If you are a Thrivent customer, Thrivent Choice Dollars have been 
accumulating throughout the year. Please direct Choice Dollars several times during the year to 
Holy Trinity Lutheran Church by simply following these steps: 
 

1.  Visit Thrivent.com/thriventchoice 
2. Click on “Choice Dollars” and log in 
3. Search for Holy Trinity Lutheran Church, Marshall 
4. Click on “Direct Now” or 
5. Call the Thrivent Member Center at  800-847-4836 

 
When prompted say “Thrivent Choice”, then say “Choice Dollars,” and a representative will 
process your request. 
 
Electronic newsletter   To save paper, you may prefer to receive this 
newsletter electronically if you do not already. Just e-mail 
htcstaff@holytrinity-marshall.com and let us know that.  
 
Your Parsonage   All Holy Trinity members are warmly invited to use the 
parsonage at 224 Howard Street for church-related gatherings, whether one-time or ongoing.  
 
The fellowship hall is available for parties and gatherings    Please call the church office at  
655-4246 (or email the office at htcstaff@holytrinity-marshall.com) with the date and time you 
are interested in reserving and we’ll get back to you.  There is a $25 fee per event to Holy Trinity 
active members.   
 
Our web site, holytrinitymarshall.com, is regularly updated with all the latest news and 
information that you might need. Please use it and write to us with suggestions.  
 
 

Coming Up at Holy Trinity 
 

AA meetings are held every Tuesday evening at 7:30.  
Confirmation class meets every Wednesday at 5:15 (except Ash Wednesday, February 26). 
Coffee with Pastor at Paradiddle’s on Thursdays at NOON. 
The Women’s Book Group meets at the parsonage on Monday February 3 and 17 at 6:30.  
WELCA meets on Tuesday February 11 at 12:30 for a potluck.  All Holy Trinity women are invited 
to attend. 
Church Council meets at 6:00 pm on Tuesday February 11 at 6:00 pm.  Members of Holy Trinity 
are invited to attend any meeting. 
Quilting Day is Saturday February 15 from 9:00-3:00.  Come and join in this ministry; all skill levels 
are welcome.  Stay all day or only part if you wish.  Extra sewing machines are available.  A great 
time to make quilts and join in some fellowship. 
Scout Sunday will be observed at the 9:00 worship service on February 16. 
Engaging the Texts takes place at the parsonage on Monday February 17 at 2:30. 

mailto:htcstaff@holytrinity-marshall.com
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Quilt Tying will be held at 1:00 pm on Tuesday February 18. 
A Sunday School Bake Sale will be held on Sunday February 23 from 9:00-11:30.    
The Lenten Season begins with an Ash Wednesday service at 6:30 pm on February 26. 
 
 
The February Second Harvest Food Bank will be Friday February 28 from 2:00-4:30 pm.  This 
ministry provides much-needed food to area families and is open and available to all people.  
Volunteers are always needed for the following, so come help out and bring a friend: 

• 12:30 pm       Unload the Second Harvest truck; all food is moved by hand jack (we are 
 especially in need of someone to help with this) 

•  1:15 pm        Volunteers should arrive to prepare food for distribution 

•  2:00-4:30 pm  Distribute food 

•  4:30 pm            Break down boxes, move pallets, and vacuum carpets 
 

Registration for recipients begins at 1:00 pm. There will be limited seating in the narthex between 
1:00 and 2:00 pm; otherwise, church doors open at 2:00 pm. Upcoming Second Harvest Food 
dates are March 27, April 24, and May 29. 
 

 
 

Council Highlights – January 14, 2020 
 
We are still exploring getting a better insurance quote for the valuation of our church building and 

contents. The proposed budget includes an increase of $2,000 to allow for a better policy.  

 

Because Jack Erb cannot be at the Annual Meeting, Pastor Raabe will ask Todd Madaus to briefly 

talk on planned giving and how gifts to the Endowment can help secure the church’s future. 

 

Looking at year-end giving/spending totals (not including the mortgage), income was about $600 

behind expenses. There has been a considerable savings in the budget with the health benefit for 

the pastor being reduced. Without our three big fundraisers, we would have been short about 

$10,000. The budget was finalized for presentation at the Annual Meeting. Pastor’s salary increase 

follows Synod Guidelines. Synod dues (“Mission Support”) have not been paid for 2019 although 

$1,000 was budgeted. The Council resolved to pay $500 now and possibly $500 later to meet the 

2019 obligation. For the 2020 budget, the amount was reduced to $500 with the hope that 

additional income will allow us to give more.  

 

WELCA has been covering advertising in the Courier advertising cost ($319/yr). This should 

instead be coming out of the church’s Publicity Fund. The Council decided not to fund WiFi at the 

parsonage in 2020 budget, with the thinking that people there for meetings can access the Internet 

on their cell phones. Whether to continue the 10:30 service will also be an item for discussion (not 

vote) at the Annual Meeting. 
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YOUR 2020-2021 CHURCH COUNCIL 
 

Susy Pawl     608-655-3437, susypsnuffles@gmail.com 
Cheri Harwood    608-469-2142 mac9harw@gmail.com 
Richard Tooley    608-235-8482  tooleyr@charter.net 
Gary Waalkens    608-655-4989 gwaalkkens1952@yahoo.com 
Stephanie Woodley    608-371-7233 swoodley1@outlook.com 
Carol Woldt     608-712-8947 bearcollector@yahoo.com 
Kayla German, student rep   608-655-4422, kaylgerm@marshallschools.org 
[One seat remains vacant] 
 

COMMUNITY NEWS 
 
The Village of Marshall Rec Department is planning a ski trip to Cascade Mountain on  
February 21.  Participants must register, however, by February 12.  See the Welcome Desk for 
details and forms or you can register online @ www.marshall-wi.com and click on Sports & 
Activity Registration.  Registration forms are also available at the Village Hall, Library, and 
Marshall Schools.  If you have questions, contact Brandon Millner at 655-4017, Ext 221. 
 
RSVP Driver Services Program in the Marshall/Cottage Grove area urgently needs drivers.  If 
you are interested and/or need more information, please contact Mary Schmelzer at 608-441-
7896 or mschmelzer@rsvpdane.org. 
 
Marshall-Waterloo Food Pantry  The Marshall/Waterloo Food Pantry is located in the lower level 
at 117 E. Madison Street (Hwy. 19) in Waterloo.  (Please use the door in the alley.)  People may 
visit the food pantry once each month. Hours are Wednesdays from noon-1:00PM and again 
Wednesday evenings from7:00-8:00 PM.  Saturday hours are from 9:00-10:00 AM.    
 
FoodShare Helpline 877-366-3635  Many individuals and families are struggling to make ends 
meet. FoodShare Wisconsin may be able to see your food budget stretch further.  This Program is 
for anyone with low or no income. It includes working people or those receiving Social Security, 
SSWI, SSDI, or Unemployment.  Call the FoodShare Helpline today to complete a confidential pre-
screening and make an appointment for free application assistance. 
 
Cold weather season is here once again.  Do you need help paying your energy bill?  The 
Wisconsin Home Energy Plus Program may be able to help with winter heating bills.  Find out if 
you qualify by calling Wisconsin Home Energy Plus Program at 1-866-432-8947 OR in Dane 
County call Madison phone 267-8601. 
 
 
 
Our thanks and gratitude to those who gave so much of 
their energy and time in January for the sake of this body of Christ!  These include 
our secretary Kathy Schluter, our organists Carol Johnson-Hohol and Candy Lauby, 
Altar Guild members, those serving on Council or other leadership teams, Women 

mailto:susypsnuffles@gmail.com
mailto:mac9harw@gmail.com
mailto:tooleyr@charter.net
mailto:gwaalkkens1952@yahoo.com
mailto:swoodley1@outlook.com
mailto:bearcollector@yahoo.com
http://www.marshall-wi.com/
mailto:mschmelzer@rsvpdane.org
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of the ELCA, and our Sunday School staff. Thanks to the musicians who provided beautiful music.  
Thanks to all who took part in taking down the Christmas decorations and placing them in 
storage.  Many thanks to our hard-working Second Harvest Food Bank volunteers. Thank you to 
our Property Committee for all the work they do to maintain the church and parsonage.  Thank 
you to those who diligently worked hard on preparing the budget and annual report.  Thanks to 
everyone  who supplied paper for newsletters and bulletins, prepared the newsletter for mailing, 
ordered supplies and cleaned the church, watered the plants, kept track of church finances, 
counted money, took photographs, brewed coffee and provided weekly snacks, baked bread for 
communion, provided assistance at worship such as ushering, reading, or helping with 
communion, put information in the Courier, handled fellowship hall rentals, and took out trash.  

Apologies to those who may have been missed.                                                                                                                                                                                                       
Know that each and every one of you is very much appreciated! 

 
Contact the church office at 608-655-4246 or htcstaff@holytrinity-marshall.com 
--To schedule weddings, baptisms, or other events 
--If your name is spelled incorrectly, your address has changed (post office charges church when 
things are sent to an old address), you no longer wish to receive the church newsletter, or you 
wish to have the newsletter e-mailed to you 
--Especially to let us know if a member of your family is admitted to the hospital or a nursing 
   home or will be needing surgery 
--You know someone who is a shut-in and would like a visit from the pastor 
--A baby arrives in your family 
--A death occurs in your family 
--You know of someone to be added to the prayer list 
--A member of your family is deployed 
--You need a ride to worship or a church event  
 
 
Pastoral Care   Please do not hesitate to contact Pastor Raabe for any pastoral need, particularly 
if you are ill or must go into the hospital. She wants nothing more than to be present with you in 
person or in prayer. If you are hospitalized, please be sure to tell the hospital that you are a 
member at Holy Trinity so we will be notified.  Also, please call the office if you would like to 
receive a home visit with Holy Communion. This is an important part of our ministry! 
 
 

HOLY TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Staff office hours: Monday-Thursday, 9:00am – 12:00noon 

Note: Church is now locked when the office is not open. 
 
Kathy Schluter, office staff  htcstaff@holytrinity-marshall.com 
Pastor Nancy Raabe e-mail  pastor@holytrinity-marshall.com 
Pastor Nancy Raabe phone         (614)-214-2639 (cell), call or text; home, 608-839-0322 
Web site    www.holytrinitymarshall.com 
 
Find us on Facebook and keep up with all the news! 

mailto:htcstaff@holytrinity-marshall.com
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