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Pastor’s Column: 
 
Prayer for the Life of the World 
 
Why pray? It’s an honest question. If God is all-powerful, all-
knowing, all-wise, what is the purpose of prayer?  
 
We’ve all prayed for things that didn’t turn out as we asked. 
For a job interview to have a positive result when it didn’t. 
For the health of a family member to be restored when it wasn’t. For a sign to us what to do in 
a difficult situation when none came. When there is no result, what do we make of that? Are 
we to conclude that God isn’t listening, or doesn’t care? And if we are tempted to say ‘yes’ to 
either of these, what effect does that have on our faith? 
 
Maybe you can already see the dangers of this way of thinking. To go down this path is to 
assume that that God works for us, that God is there mainly to give us what we ask for. 
However, we know that in making demands of God we are doing exactly what Jesus said not to 
do: “You shall not put the Lord your God to the test.’” (Luke 4:14, quoting Deuteronomy 6:16) 
Quick quiz: Who was Jesus talking to? That’s right--none other than Satan, who was trying to 
tempt Jesus to test his Father in exactly this way.  
 
We may therefore assume that the same dark forces are at work in this line of reasoning even 
today. Because if we say “yes” to either of the questions mentioned above—because God 
didn’t answer my prayer, God either isn’t listening or doesn’t care—what happens to your 
faith? It crumbles. How can one have faith in a God who isn’t listening, or doesn’t care? You 
can’t. So much for faith in God. The devil wins.  
 
But we know from Holy Scripture and our own experience that God IS listening and DOES care. 
God loves each of us fully and completely just as we are. So let’s start over: Why pray?  
 
We pray to be drawn into God’s divine work of restoring the world.  
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In Christian prayer we cultivate a closer relationship with God. We talk, God listens, we 
respond, God responds. Of course, God already knows everything about us. But when we open 
ourselves to God in prayer, we are willingly revealing more of who we are to God. God shares 
more closely in our human nature, and we share in God’s divine nature. A life of prayer draws 
us ever deeper into God’s heart. 
 
And where do we go from there? Out into the world that God so loves. God has not put us on 
earth for our own purposes. “We do not live to ourselves, and we do not die to ourselves. If we 
live, we live to the Lord, and if we die, we die to the Lord; so then, whether we live or whether 
we die, we are the Lord’s” (Romans 14:7-9).  Belonging to God means participating in the life of 
the world. God needs us to bring in the kingdom proclaimed by Jesus, the new world order in 
which those at the margins now occupy center stage in God’s redemptive plan. God needs us to 
do the hard work dissolving barriers that separate, divide, and oppress. God needs us to lift up 
those who have been crushed by society, politics, and culture.  
 
We pray to be drawn into God’s divine work of restoring the world. And it is in prayer that we 
find our place in cooperation with God.  
 
Nowhere in our lives as Christians is act of cooperation clearer than in what we call the Prayers 
of the People, which we lift to God at every worship service. Here we “intercede,” or intervene, 
on behalf of “the church, the world, and all who are in need.” In these intercessions we affirm 
our involvement. We place ourselves actively between God and forces that are drawing people 
away from God. We are committing ourselves to work together with God in God’s great work of 
restoring justice to all people.  
 
Consider the petition that we had recently: “Turn our hearts, O God. Make us attentive to your 
call to take up the cross-shaped way of life, and to share your good news with a world in need.” 
Anyone who receives this prayer cannot help but be changed by it. We may not know how, or 
why, or what it means for our lives at that moment. But the transformative power of prayer is 
real.  
 
Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.  
 

 
 
BLESSING OF THE ANIMALS: The Blessing of the Animals will take 
place on Saturday, October 12 at 2:30 p.m. Bring your furry, 
fuzzy or feathery creatures to receive a special blessing as God’s 
beautiful creations who bring love and joy to our lives. Sing, pray, 
and give thanks to God for these marvelous works of God’s 
hands and for the privilege of having the creatures entrusted to 
our care. “God made the wild animals of the earth of every kind, 
and the cattle of every kind, and everything that creeps upon the ground of every kind. And 
God saw that it was good.” (Genesis 1:25) 
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THE WOMEN’S GROUP AT HOLY TRINITY will be meeting at 6:30 p.m. every other Monday at 
the parsonage from October 21 through December 16. This fall, the group will read the book It's 
Not Supposed to Be This Way by Lysa TerKeurst. The author asks what happens when life looks 
very different from the reality we long for, and offers a Biblical perspective to encourage 
readers who are facing their own challenges to stand through uncertainty and trust in God's 
goodness.  
 
Please call the office at 608-655-4246 or write to Kim Erb at kimmarieerb@gmail.com by 
October 7 if you would like to participate, so that the books may be ordered in advance. They 
are $8 each and can be picked up in the office starting on October 13.  
 

 
 
YOUTH GROUP INITIATIVE: FALL YARD MANICURE   
 
Our youth group continues to explore ways to be helping hands this fall. A fall yard 
manicure/leaf raking service will be offered to Marshall homeowners as our helping hands 
project. We anticipate the event to occur on a weekend day early November depending on leaf 
falling and leaf raking weather (Sunday, 11/3/19 or Saturday 11/9/19).   
 
We are looking for yards to manicure, so please contact Holy Trinity to learn more about the 
manicuring service our youth group can provide.  We are also in need of youth any age to be 
manicurists. Sign up anytime at the Youth Table in the narthex or call or write to the church 
office. We will have the parsonage as Leaf Central, our hub, on the chosen day. The day will 
include leaf raking, bagging and bag removing for yard manicures.  We are planning on our 
escape room, food and games afterwards at the parsonage for our youth to wrap up the 
day.  We anticipate the event will be held from 12pm- 6pm, although time frame could shift 
depending on what works best for all involved).   
 
Homeowners who would appreciate our youth manicures, please also look for signup sheets at 
church. Youth families, please check your calendar and sign up at church to participate in our 
event for either Sunday 11/3/19 or Saturday 11/9/19.  Watch your email for more information 
as fall develops and leaves make their way to the ground.   
 
-- Maria Johnson  
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CONFIRMATION MINISTRY  
 
We are off to a great start this fall with 10 students and lots of lively discussion. Class meets 
from 5:15-6:15 every Wednesday. A reminder to parents that the requirements this fall include 
10 worship reports and 15 service points. Service points may be earned by doing any form of 
community service; students may create their own opportunities but must have the service 
report slip signed by a supervisor, teacher, or parent. Take extra slips home if you like.  
 
An easy and important way to earn service points is to sign up to be a worship helper. Please 
use the online SignUp Genius for that purpose. Bookmark the link from Pastor Raabe or find it 
on the Christian Education page of our web site. The schedule on the bulletin board in the 
narthex is updated regularly with information from the online signup. Thanks also to parents 
who are working with their children on the worship reports. This is a fine way for you to help 
focus their thoughts, strengthen their faith, and participate in the confirmation experience.  

 
 

 
 
Electronic Giving     
Please consider signing on to give electronically! It’s a win-win: It saves you effort in bringing 
weekly offering envelopes, it saves us money on the cost of those envelopes, and it helps us all 
to stay on track with giving through all seasons of the year.   
 
Giving electronically really could not be easier. On your smartphone, just go to the App Store or 
Google Play to download the free “GivePlus Church” app and follow the instructions. There you 
can designate not only the amount but the time frame (monthly, weekly), plus you can go back 
in and change the amount of your gift anytime. You can also do one-time giving by text 
message by texting 608-709-0483. After you enter your information, simply put the dollar 
amount in the message line and press Send. Surprise us! 
 
If you don’t have a smartphone, you can sign up to give electronically using the brochure at the 
Welcome Desk. We thank you most sincerely for all your support of Holy Trinity. 

JOIN OUR PRAYER TEAM 
Our Prayer Team consists of several dedicated “prayer warriors.” Prayers for those in our 
community in special need are shared via email so that you may include them in your own 
prayers. If you would like to be added to this list, please contact Pastor Raabe.  Also let her 
know if you have someone you want the group to pray for; prayer requests may also be put 
in the box in the narthex. Please allow us to support you or your loved ones in this way. 
Pastor Raabe would also like to encourage the formation of small prayer groups that would 
meet on a regular basis for shared prayer. Please consider being part of our prayer ministry 
in one of these ways. “Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and 
supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God.” (Philippians 4:6) 
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NEW: PASTOR’S WEEKLY COFFEE HOUR THURSDAYS at 11 a.m. 
Pastor Raabe is now hosting a weekly coffee hour at Paradiddle’s 
Café in Waterloo, 1003 N Monroe St, every Thursday at 11 a.m. 
Meet up with fellow members and make new friends. Bring in your 
biggest ideas, boldest thoughts and most challenging questions. Or 

just come and hang out. No topic is off the table! 
 

 
 

Church  News 
 
NOTE:  The church is now locked after office hours.  If you need to get in at another time, 
please call the church office to make arrangements.   
 
Holy Trinity’s 4th Annual Chili Cook-Off and Silent Auction was held on Sunday – September 
29th.  We will keep you posted on the final tally when it becomes available.  Thanks to everyone 
who participated in any way. 
 
The Summer Sizzler Fundraiser has ended, raising a total of $1,659.00.  Thank you to everyone 
who participated and gave over and above their usual financial contributions during the 
summer months.    
 
The final total raised at the Garage and Bake Sale this year was $4,225.54.  Amazing!    Again, 
many thanks to everyone who participated in making this a HUGE success. 
 

 
Announcements 

 
Offering Envelopes 
If you are giving electronically and no longer wish to receive weekly offering envelopes, please 
e-mail htcstaff@holytrinity-marshall.com and let us know that; otherwise you will continue to 
receive them.  Thank you. 
 
Electronic newsletter   To save paper, you may prefer to receive this 
newsletter electronically if you do not already. Just e-mail 
htcstaff@holytrinity-marshall.com and let us know that.  
 
Your Parsonage   All Holy Trinity members are warmly invited to use the 
parsonage at 224 Howard Street for church-related gatherings, whether one-time or ongoing.  
 
The fellowship hall is available for parties and gatherings    Please call the church office at  
655-4246 (or email the office at htcstaff@holytrinity-marshall.com) with the date and time you 
are interested in reserving and we’ll get back to you.  
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Our web site, holytrinitymarshall.com, is regularly updated with all the latest news and 
information that you might need. Please use it and write to us with suggestions.  
 

 
Coming Up at Holy Trinity 

 
*AA meetings are held every Tuesday evening at 7:30 pm.  
*Confirmation classes are every Wednesday in October at 5:00 pm. 
 
WELCA meets on Tuesday October 8 at 1:00 pm for Bible Study and refreshments.  All women 
of Holy Trinity are invited. 
 
Church Council meets at 6:00 pm on Tuesday October 8.  Members of Holy Trinity are invited 
to attend any meeting. 
 
Blessing of the Animals will take place on Saturday October 12 at 2:30 pm near the labyrinth. 
 
Property Committee meets at the church Sunday October 13 at 10:00 am, following worship. 
 
Quilt Tying will be held on Tuesday October 15 at 1:00 pm at the church. 
To sew quilt tops at home, contact Linda Baldridge, 655-4178 or Laurie Weisensel, 235-5759. 
 
Quilting Day will be held Saturday October 19 from 9:00 am-3:00 pm at the church.  This is a 
vital ministry of Holy Trinity.  Come and stay all day or only part, as your schedule permits.  
There are sewing machines available.  Join in the fun and fellowship. 
 
“Engaging the Texts” is Monday October 21 at 2:30 pm at the parsonage. 
 
The October Second Harvest Food Bank will be Friday October 25 from 2:00-4:30 pm.  This 
ministry provides much-needed food to area families and is open and available to all people.  
Volunteers are always needed for the following, so come help out and bring a friend: 
 

• 12:30 pm       Unload the Second Harvest truck; all food is moved by hand jack (we are 
 especially in need of someone to help with this) 

• 1:30 pm        Set up food for distribution 
• 2:00-4:30 pm  Distribute food 
• 4:30 pm            Break down boxes, move pallets, and vacuum carpets 

                          NOTE:  There are events the next day, so clean-up helpers are needed! 
 

Registration for recipients begins at 1:00 pm. If inclement weather, there will be limited seating 
in the narthex between 1:00 and 2:00 pm; otherwise, church doors open at 2:00 pm. 
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Thrivent Choice Dollars  Attention all Thrivent members: You are now required to register for 
Thrivent Choice annually.  If you are a Thrivent customer, Thrivent Choice Dollars have been 
accumulating throughout the year. Please direct Choice Dollars several times during the year to 
Holy Trinity Lutheran Church by simply following these steps: 

1.  Visit Thrivent.com/thriventchoice 
2. Click on “Choice Dollars” and log in 
3. Search for Holy Trinity Lutheran Church, Marshall 
4. Click on “Direct Now” or 
5. Call the Thrivent Member Center at  800-847-4836 

When prompted say “Thrivent Choice”, then say “Choice Dollars,” and a representative 
will process your request. 

 
An easy way to donate to Holy Trinity:   If you eat at Texas Roadhouse in Madison on Sundays, 
just present our church bulletin for 10% off your food bill (not including alcohol, taxes, or 
gratuity) to be donated back to Holy Trinity.  Not valid with any other offers or on holidays and 
is for Dine In ONLY.  One per table, per visit.  This is a weekly, on-going program that takes place 
EVERY Sunday.  A check will be sent to Holy Trinity once a month.  It’s as simple as that, so 
enjoy a great meal and give back to Holy Trinity at the same time! 
 
Altar Flowers:  Having fresh flowers on the altar is a welcome reminder of the beauty of God’s 
creation in the midst of our worship. You may order locally or bring your own. Please let the 
office know by the Monday before they are to be used if you would like to include information 
in that week’s bulletin, such as a dedication in honor or in memory of someone or something.  
 
Sunday worship helpers (greeters, ushers, lectors, communion assistants) are also needed.   
There’s a sign-up sheet on the bulletin board, along with one for snacks and coffee-making for 
each service.  

 
 

Council Highlights – September 10, 2019 
 
The Garage Sale was a success. The brat fry went especially well and should be repeated. 
Thanks to all who were involved! 
 
The parsonage water bill has been very high again the last couple of months. The Council is 
considering replacing the toilets, which are likely responsible. 
 
Pastor Raabe suggested that we have someone to serve as event coordinator for our major 
fundraisers. There is also the need for younger volunteers to step up and serve alongside our 
older retired members, who do most of the work. The idea was raised to ask for an intern 
either at high school or MATC to be our event coordinator for experience in marketing. A good 
goal for the congregation is if each member was able to help with one event per year.  Council 
will continue to work on how to address and make volunteering fun and a priority for members. 
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A provisional change in the suggested contribution for use of the fellowship hall was 
recommended, to $25 per hour for non-members and no charge (or freewill offering) for 
members. We would rather have the facility used and make some profit than none at all. 
 
The Council discussed at length a pastor/council/congregation evaluation form that each 
member had completed. No action but good discussion.  
 
Next meeting: Tuesday, October 8 at 6 p.m. (church) 
 
 

YOUR CHURCH COUNCIL 
 

Elesa Kinder, President    608-333-2238, elesa.kinder@gmail.com 
Barb Anderson, Vice President  608-655-8090, pmohrmann3031@charter.net 
Kayla German, student rep   608-655-4422, kaylgerm@marshallschools.org 
John Baneck     608-512-5947, baneckj@ayresassociates.com 
George Socha     608-770-1745, gsochasr@gmail.com                     
Chad Chadwick                                                    608-395-7161, chadchadwickcc@gmail.com 
Susy Pawl     608-655-3437, susypsnuffles@gmail.com 
Cheri Harwood    608-469-2142 mac9harw@gmail.com 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Our thanks and gratitude to those who gave so much of their energy and time in September  
for the sake of this body of Christ!  These include our secretary Kathy Schluter, our organist 
Carol Johnson-Hohol, Altar Guild members, those serving on Council or other leadership teams, 
Women of the ELCA, and Second Harvest Food Bank volunteers. Thank you to our Property 
Committee for all the work they do to maintain the church and parsonage, and to those who 
keep the grounds of the church and parsonage looking so nice.   Shout-out also to those who 
prepared the newsletter for mailing, ordered supplies and cleaned the church, watered the 
plants, kept track of church finances, counted money, took photographs, brewed coffee and 
provided weekly snacks, baked bread for communion, provided assistance at worship such as 
ushering, reading, or helping with communion, put information in the Courier, handled 
fellowship hall rentals, and took out trash. 
  
Special recognition and many thanks to everyone who played a part in the 4th Annual Chili 
Cook-Off and Silent Auction.  A special shout-out to Kathy Deneen who headed up the cook-off 
and to Jill Baneck for all of her efforts on the silent auction.  Also a big thank you to everyone 
who volunteered as helpers for the publicity, set-up, and kitchen work.  It wouldn’t have been a 
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success without all of you!  Holy Trinity also thanks those who donated food items and gift 
baskets, everyone who came and ate chili in one form or another/desserts, and who bid on the 
silent auction items.  Thank you, thank you, thank you all!                                       

                                                                                                                                                                                                                           
Apologies if we missed anyone.  You know that each and every one of you is appreciated! 
 
 
Contact the church office at 608-655-4246 or htcstaff@holytrinity-marshall.com 
--To schedule weddings, baptisms, or other events 
--If your name is spelled incorrectly, your address has changed (post office charges church when 
things are sent to an old address), you no longer wish to receive the church newsletter, or you 
wish to have the newsletter e-mailed to you 
--Especially to let us know if a member of your family is admitted to the hospital or a nursing 
   home or will be needing surgery 
--You know someone who is a shut-in and would like a visit from the pastor 
--A baby arrives in your family 
--A death occurs in your family 
--You know of someone to be added to the prayer list 
--A member of your family is deployed 
--You need a ride to worship or a church event  
 
 
Pastoral Care   Please do not hesitate to contact Pastor Raabe for any pastoral need, 
particularly if you are ill or must go into the hospital. She is here for you! Often we find that 
members have been hospitalized only after they have come home. Also, please call the office if 
you would like to regularly receive a visit with Holy Communion in your home or apartment.  
 
 

COMMUNITY NEWS 
 

Marshall-Waterloo Food Pantry  The Marshall/Waterloo Food Pantry is located in the lower 
level at 117 E. Madison Street (Hwy. 19) in Waterloo.  (Please use the door in the alley.)  People 
may visit the food pantry once each month. If you or someone you know needs food help, 
please make use of the food pantry.  Hours are Wednesdays from noon-1:00 pm and again 
Wednesday evenings from 7:00-8:00 pm.  Saturday hours are from 9:00-10:00 am.  
 
Community Senior Food Program  This lunch program is every Tuesday at 11:00 am at the 
Marshall Library for those 60 years and older and is free, or a small donation may be given by 
those who are able. To order your meal, you must call 608-837-4611, ext. 113, no later than 
11:00 am the Monday before.  
 
RSVP’s Vets Helping Vets Program  If you can spare a few hours to drive veterans to medical 
appointments, contact Tom Poppe  at (608) 238-7901 or via e-mail at tpoppe@rsvpdane.org. 
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FoodShare Helpline 877-366-3635  Many individuals and families are struggling to make ends 
meet. FoodShare Wisconsin may be able to see your food budget stretch further.  This Program 
is for anyone with low or no income. It includes working people or those receiving Social 
Security, SSWI, SSDI, or Unemployment. The FoodShare Program’s income guidelines are: 
     1 Household member  $1,862 maximum gross monthly income 
     2 Household members  $2,522 maximum gross monthly income 
     3 Household members  $3,182 maximum gross monthly income 
     4 Household members  $3,842 maximum gross monthly income 
Call the FoodShare Helpline today to complete a confidential pre-screening and make an 
appointment for free application assistance. 
 
Cold weather season will soon be upon us.  Do you need help paying your energy bill?  The 
Wisconsin Home Energy Plus Program may be able to help with winter heating bills.  Find out if 
you qualify by calling Wisconsin Home Energy Plus Program at 1-866-432-8947 OR in Dane 
County call Madison phone 267-8601. 
 
 
 

HOLY TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Staff office hours: Monday-Thursday, 9:00am – 12:00noon 

Note: Church is now locked when the office is not open. 
 
Kathy Schluter, office staff  htcstaff@holytrinity-marshall.com 
Pastor Nancy Raabe e-mail  pastor@holytrinity-marshall.com 
Pastor Nancy Raabe phone         (614)-214-2639 (cell), call or text; home, 608-839-0322 
Like us on Facebook @  HolyTrinityLutheranChurchWI 
Web site    www.holytrinitymarshall.com 


