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PASTOR’S COLUMN:  
Discovering our Future Together 
 
As I sit here in my office on the eve of the summer solstice, I 
am reflecting on the vivid presence of the triune God in our 
midst and how the Holy Spirit is shaking things up. 
 
Consider that:  
 

 Last night we had a rousing first gathering of our new youth group that went well past 
the time allotted (three hours). Thanks to resourceful parents and enthusiastic youth,  
some hopes and dreams I have for Holy Trinity are that much closer to being realized.  
 

 Tonight we have a meeting at Bristol Lutheran in Sun Prairie about our VBS here July 8-
11, in partnership with Bristol. Check out our professional-looking registration site 
online through EventBrite. Find it by going to www.eventbrite.com and searching for 
“ReNew” in Marshall, or just go to our web site.  
 

 We are increasingly being asked by members of Marshall’s LatinX community to assist 
with life-transition liturgies, including baptisms, renewal of vows, Quinceañera services, 
and the rite for the Presentation of a Child (usually age 3). We are blessed to have 
congregation members fluent in Spanish who are willing and able to help. Is God calling 
us back to a Spanish-language ministry in some form?  
 

 The parsonage is now outfitted with a deck, a gas grill, and a fire pit thanks to generous 
gifts from congregation members. It’s the perfect spot for our New Member Open 
House on July 28 from 5-7 p.m. All are welcome! Come and meet our new members 
thus far in 2019, and reconnect with each other. 
 

 Our prayer ministries and Bible studies are continuing through the summer and will 
increase in the fall. It is a joy to share joys, concerns, and stories with each other.  
 

 And there are hummingbirds outside my window. 

http://www.holytrinitymarshall.com/
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What really lifts my spirits is that most of our new initiatives are coming from you. Jesus says in 
John 10:10, “I came that they may have life, and have it abundantly.” It is because of your 
willing hands and your giving hearts that we are tasting that abundance at Holy Trinity.  
 
And now a word from the trenches: “Abundance” in the above context means living fully as God 
desires for us, as a vibrant, loving community whose people spread the gospel through word 
and service. The abundance we are living into does not mean that we have the financial 
resources that we need.  
 
You might say “Well, the church always manages to get by somehow. Sunday after Sunday, the 
doors stay open.” Friends, in our life together we are way beyond the status quo of “just 
getting by.” At this moment God is clearly calling to us to develop new ministries that are 
grounded in Christ and driven forward by the Holy Spirit.  
 
Do you hear this call?  
 
We have come this far by faith and by the sheer grit of a core of incredible volunteers who do 
more for this church than most of us will ever know. But new ministries need funding to be 
planted and grown. There is only so far our Youth Group can go without a leader, which is a 
salaried position in many churches. Just think of the staff positions that might bloom and grow: 
Children’s Ministry Coordinator. Communications and Technology Director. Director of 
Outreach and Volunteer Ministries. And who knows, maybe even a worship band to spice 
things up at our late service on Sunday.  
 
Many of you travel during the summer, which means also taking a vacation from church. Don’t 
let physical distance be a barrier to your ongoing support of Holy Trinity! Why not sign up for 
electronic giving, which you can read about later in this newsletter? It’s easy, user-friendly, and 
fun, especially with the “give by text” option. Plus it lets you be in total control of your giving. 
 
Or consider increasing your monthly or weekly gift, if only by a small percentage. If you give 
electronically you can go in and make this change yourself.  
 
Or if you are among those who do not give at all, please consider getting on board at whatever 
recurring level you can manage. Remember that the church is here for you, 24/7, in all 
circumstances and seasons of life.  
 
We are all in this together. I believe with all my heart that God has a purpose for Holy Trinity. 
Just think: We are located in a warm, close-knit town, in a prime location, in a beautiful and 
functional building that is filled with friendly, welcoming people. Our new tagline that we are 
trying out is “Ignite. Invite. Inspire.” Let’s discover our future together. 
 
Yours in Christ, 
Pastor Raabe 
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Church and Community News 
 

 
YOUTH AND CHILDREN 

 
Youth Group  
The first gathering of our Youth Group (entering high school freshmen through seniors) was a 
cook-out on June 19th at the parsonage.  A small group of parents and confirmation students 
have come up with some ideas to consider such as fun outdoor games, bowling, biking, a 
scavenger hunt, a cookout and a drive-in movie outing. We would love to encourage 
community service activities and fellowship as well. We do need a volunteer to help lead this 
group. Please consider helping to encourage fellowship in our teens!  Contact Pastor Raabe if 
you have questions. 
 
Vacation Bible School July 8-11 
This year we will be partnering with Bristol Lutheran Church and Pastor Tim Knipfer for our VBS. 
It will be held here at Holy Trinity from 6:00-7:30 pm Monday-Thursday, July 8-11, with a light 
supper served at 5:30 pm. This year’s theme is "ReNew: Grow in Faith. Have Fun. Change the 
World." All children ages 3 and up are warmly invited to participate; you need not be members 
of Holy Trinity. Pre-registration is required by July 1 to reserve a space for your child or 
children. Just to go our web site, holytrinitymarshall.com, and follow the link at the top. Let us 
know if you’d like to be a helper. And spread the word! 
 

 
 
"Living the Gospel: Adventures in Acts"  
We have embarked on our voyage with the Apostles through the Book of Acts, with tour guides 
Laurine Martin and Pastor Raabe. We set sail from the parsonage deck, 224 Howard St., at 6:30 
pm on the first and third Tuesdays this summer. Remaining dates are July 2 and 16, and August 
6 and 20. Discover how these remarkable stories connect with our lives today and come along 
on the voyage. RSVP to Pastor Raabe at 655-4246 or pastor@holytrinity-marshall.com. Open to 
all, and visitors are welcome. 
 
The Discords will be providing music and leading worship on Sunday, July 21 at 9:00 am. It is 
sure to be a lively morning. Don't miss out! 
 
Diakonia: Learn and Grow 
Are you interested in deepening your knowledge of faith and theology?  Diakonia is a two-year 
process of spiritual formation and theological education for baptized members of the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America or anyone wishing in good faith to study Holy Scripture 
and the church’s teachings. No professional certification or ordination is earned but you will 
receive a strong foundation of Biblical and theological knowledge as well as skills for ministry. 
Former Holy Trinity member Barb Zimmerman is Diakonia Coordinator for our area. The Fall 
term begins in September. If you or someone you know is interested, please contact Barb at 

mailto:pastor@holytrinity-marshall.com
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scswdiakonia@gmail.com or call 608-535-0264 and leave a message. For more information and 
registration forms, visit the Diakonia web page at https://scsw-elca.org/ministries-and-
partners/diakonia/. The yearly cost is $360 but financial assistance is available.  
 
Calling All Confirmands 
If you have a child entering 7th or 8th grade in the Fall, or older, who desires to be confirmed in 
their faith, please let Pastor Raabe know as soon as possible at pastor@holytrinity-
marshall.com. Class is held Wednesdays during the school year from 5:00-6:00 pm. 
 
Also, please consider serving as a confirmation mentor. Mentors will meet once a month with 
students during class time, using a well-structured workbook.  Service to church and community 
is a big part of what the confirmands do in their two years, along with spending a year learning 
about Holy Scripture and a year on basic elements of faith including the Lord’s Prayer, the 
Apostles’ Creed, and Luther’s Small Catechism. The primary goal is to build relationships and 
help students connect their faith with the world in which we live. Mark your calendar for 
Confirmation Orientation September 11 at 7:30 immediately following Wednesday worship. 
Class begins the following Wednesday, September 18.  
 
Become a lector 
It is a joy to bring God’s Word into worship. Won’t you consider being a reader, even just once a 
month? God welcomes all voices and will equip you with whatever you need. There’s no such 
thing as “I can’t read out loud.” ☺  Please see the signup sheet on the bulletin board.  
 
A Message from the ELCA World Hunger & Lutheran Disaster Response Funding Director 
Tornadoes and flooding continue throughout parts of the US.  Lutheran Disaster Response is 
working with those impacted states to provide immediate relief.  Gifts to Lutheran Disaster 
Response designated for “U.S. tornadoes” will be used 100% to help those affected until the 
response is complete.  Together we can support those who are on the long road to recovery.  
Please consider giving today.   
    Checks or Money Orders (write U.S. tornadoes on your check memo line): 
 Lutheran Disaster Response – PO Box 1809 – Merrifield VA 22116-8009 
     Give by phone:  Call 800-638-3522 or online at www.ELCA.org. 

 

Psalm Meditation 

 
The Psalms have been called the “prayer book of 
the Bible.” When we read and sing the psalms, we 
are lifting to God the same prayers that Jesus 
himself prayed. To emphasize the importance of 
the psalms in our prayer and worship, we are now 
including “psalm meditations” as a regular feature in our newsletter. You are invited to submit 
your own, focusing on one verse in the context of the entire psalm. Send it to Pastor Raabe at 
pastor@holytrinity-marshall.com. The newsletter deadline is the 20th of the preceding month. 

https://scsw-elca.org/ministries-and-partners/diakonia/
https://scsw-elca.org/ministries-and-partners/diakonia/
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 Meditation: Psalm 73:26  
“My flesh and my heart may fail, but God is the strength of my heart and my portion forever.” 
 
The psalmist has had a wake-up call, the kind that people have when they realize they have 
unwittingly been heading down the wrong path. Sometimes a person hits rock bottom and ends 
up staring death in the face. Other times something essentially drops out of the sky to make a 
person realize that they are squandering their time, resources, gifts, or possibly their life on 
something that is only a dead end  
 
“But as for me,” the psalmist sings in verse 2, “my feet had almost stumbled; my steps had 
nearly slipped.” The psalmist’s transgression was envy, just as it is for many of us. Envy of those 
who have more than we do, who are better looking, or more athletic, or more successful than 
we are. In a way we wish we could be like them, but the fact is that they are arrogant. They 
know they’ve got it better than us and they go out of their way to make sure we know that.  
 
The psalmist laments, 4For they have no pain; their bodies are sound and sleek. 5They are not in 
trouble as others are; they are not plagued like other people.” What are these people really 
like? Those who have a lot tend to be violent and ruthless. Their possessions, or their wealth, or 
their good looks, is everything to them. They will do whatever it takes to preserve them. The 
result is violence—perhaps not physical, but certainly psychological. 6Therefore pride is their 
necklace,” the psalmist grieves, “violence covers them like a garment.” 
 
Perhaps the worst sin is that these people think God is clueless, as the psalmist affirms: “11And 
they say, ‘How can God know? Is there knowledge in the Most High?’” It’s clear they will come 
to no good end: 18Truly you set them in slippery places; you make them fall to ruin. 19How they 
are destroyed in a moment, swept away utterly by terrors!”  
 
But this is not our lot because we know God and we are with God. The psalmist cries, “25Whom 
have I in heaven but you? And there is nothing on earth that I desire other than you.”  
 
And then the key verse: 26My flesh and my heart may fail, but God is the strength of my heart 
and my portion forever.” 
 
When we have been betrayed by family or friends, when there is nothing around us that we 
think we can trust, when all else falls away, God never fails us. When we don't feel that we are 
enough, when we don't feel that we have enough, God is our portion. God is enough. God 
satisfies us. God gives us all that we need to sustain our life, now and forever.  
  
-- Pastor Nancy Raabe 
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Announcements 

 
Electronic Giving  
Did you know you can give to Holy Trinity not only via mobile app but also by text message? To 
get started, search for “GivePlus Church” on the App Store or Google Play to download the app. 
When you open it for the first time, enter our church’s name. After you 
select us, we automatically become your home church. You can use all 
major debit/credit cards. Indicate whether you want to make it a 
recurring donation and at what interval. There’s even an option to offset processing fees that 
will otherwise be billed to us. Or text your one-time gift to 608-709-0483. After you enter your 
information simply put the dollar amount in the message line and press Send. 
 
ATTENTION!!!!!  Offering Envelopes 
If you are giving electronically and no longer wish to receive weekly offering envelopes, 
please e-mail htcstaff@holytrinity-marshall.com and let us know that; otherwise you will 
continue to receive them.  Thank you. 
 
Garage and Bake Sale 
Our annual Garage and Bake Sale on August 15-17 (8-5 on Thursday and Friday, 8-noon on 
Saturday) is fast approaching. Bring your gently used items in good condition and place them 
down the hallway to the right in the last classroom on the right, across from the Sunshine 
Room.  Maribel Davila is busy at work promoting the sale and Deb Percy is busy organizing early 
donations.  Small furniture items are very popular; however, we cannot accept TVs, 
entertainment centers, mattresses or box springs, sofa sleepers and reclining sofas, futons, 
exercise equipment, baby items (such as car seats, cribs and walkers), large appliances, and 
hazardous or construction materials. If you would like to be part of the Leadership Team or 
volunteer during the Monday-Wednesday preceding the sale, let Linda Baldridge know.    
 
Sunday School Backpack Project:  The Sunday School will be gearing up for the project over the 
summer.  On the Over & Above Board there are sheets indicating what items will be needed.  
Feel free to grab one and be on the look-out for sales.  You may provide all items listed, or as 
many as you wish.  The Sunday School thanks you.  
 
Marshall/Waterloo Food Pantry: We are very much in need of a representative who can attend 
the monthly meetings of the Food Pantry board held the first Monday of each month from 
7:00-8:00 pm at 117 E. Madison Street, Hwy 19 in Waterloo (use door in alley). We also need 
volunteers to work at the pantry in July, which is Holy Trinity’s month to serve. There is a 
sign-up sheet on the bulletin board.  Volunteers are needed Wednesday evenings from 7:00-
8:00 pm and on Saturday mornings from 9:00-10:00 am.  Please arrive 10 minutes prior to shift 
start; at least 3-4 volunteers are needed per shift. This is a wonderful volunteer opportunity for 
parents and children to do together.  The Pantry wants to know in advance that we have 
enough volunteers to staff each shift.  Please help us keep this important connection with one 
of the area’s leading service organizations! 

mailto:htcstaff@holytrinity-marshall.com
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Electronic newsletter 
To save paper, you may prefer to receive this newsletter electronically if 
you do not already. Just e-mail htcstaff@holytrinity-marshall.com and let 
us know that.  
 
Your Parsonage  
All Holy Trinity members are warmly invited to use the parsonage at 224 Howard St. for church-
related gatherings. Call the office at 655-4246 to reserve your time and check out a key.  
 
The fellowship hall is available for parties and gatherings.  Please call the church office at  
655-4246 (or email the office at htcstaff@holytrinity-marshall.com) with the date and time you 
are interested in reserving and we’ll get back to you. 
 

 
 

Coming Up at Holy Trinity 
 
AA meetings are held every Tuesday evening at 7:30 pm.  
 
“Living the Gospel: Adventures in Acts” meets the first and third Tuesdays, July 2 and 16 from 
6:30-7:30 pm at the parsonage, 224 Howard Street.   
 
The Property Committee will meet at church on Monday July 1 at 7:00 pm. All interested in 
helping to maintain our buildings and grounds are welcome to attend. 
 
(Date Change!)  The Church Council meeting will be on Sunday July 7 at 10:15 am.  All Holy 
Trinity members are invited to attend any meeting. Please contact Council President Elesa 
Kinder with questions you’d like the Council to address by the Monday prior to the meeting. 
 
Vacation Bible School will meet from July 8-11 with a light supper served at 5:30 and VBS from 
6:00-7:30.   
 
 “Engaging the Texts” looks at readings for the coming month using different Bible translations. 
The next meeting is Monday July 15 from 2:30-4 pm at the parsonage.  
 
(Date Change!)  The Women of the ELCA (WELCA) will be meeting Tuesday July 16 at 1:00pm 
with June Chadwick as hostess. 
 
July Quilt Tying has been cancelled; however, to sew quilt tops at home, contact Linda 
Baldridge, 655-4178 or Laurie Weisensel, 235-5759. 
 
 

mailto:htcstaff@holytrinity-marshall.com
mailto:htcstaff@holytrinity-marshall.com


 8 

Quilting Day will take place on Saturday, July 20 from 9:00 am-3:00 pm.   This is a vital ministry 
of Holy Trinity and serves up some fun and fellowship. If you would like to join the Quilting Day 
group making quilts for Lutheran World Relief, just come and join in.  You can stay for the day 
or only part, as your schedule permits.  There are extra sewing machines available and all skill 
levels are welcome.  Contact Laurie Weisensel at (608)235-5759 if you need more information.  
 
The Discords will be playing and conducting worship on Sunday, July 21. 
 
The July Second Harvest Food Bank will be Friday July 26 from 2:00-4:30 pm.  This ministry 
provides much-needed food to area families and is open and available to all people.  Volunteers 
are always needed for the following, so come help out and bring a friend: 
 

• 12:30 pm       Unload the Second Harvest truck; all food is moved by hand jack (we are 
 especially in need of someone to help with this) 

• 1:30 pm        Set up food for distribution 

• 2:00-4:30 pm  Distribute food 

• 4:30 pm            Break down boxes, move pallets, and vacuum carpets 
 

Registration for recipients begins at 1:00 pm. If inclement weather, there will be limited seating 
in the narthex between 1:00 and 2:00 pm; otherwise, church doors open at 2:00 pm. 
 
There will be an open house at the parsonage on Sunday July 28 from 5:00-7:00pm to meet 
and welcome new members.  Please come and get to know them and re-connect with each 
other. 
 
Mark your calendar: The Chili Cook-Off will take place on Sunday, September 29. Speak to Elesa 
Kinder or Kathy Deneen if you’d like to serve on the planning team.  
 
An easy way to donate to Holy Trinity:  If you eat at Texas Roadhouse in Madison on Sundays, 
just present our church bulletin for 10% off your food bill (not including alcohol, taxes, or 
gratuity) to be donated back to Holy Trinity.  Not valid with any other offers or on holidays and 
is for Dine In ONLY.  One per table, per visit.  This is a weekly, on-going program that takes place 
EVERY Sunday.  A check will be sent to Holy Trinity once a month.  It’s as simple as that, so 
enjoy a great meal and give back to Holy Trinity at the same time! 
 
Our Prayer Team consists of many dedicated “prayer warriors.” Please let us know if you would 
like to add yourself or someone else to that list of those prayed for, or if you would like to 
become a Holy Trinity prayer warrior yourself. Prayer requests may also be put in the box in the 
narthex. Please allow us to support you or your loved ones in this way. 
 
Sunday worship helpers (greeters, ushers, lectors, communion assistants) are also needed.  
Lectors will now receive the readings in advance, along with an introduction to each lesson. 
There’s a sign-up sheet on the bulletin board, along with one for snacks and coffee-making for 
each service.  
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Council Highlights – June 9, 2019 
 

• For Baccalaureate Sunday going forward, make second contact after letter to encourage 
graduates and families to attend.  We had only one graduate at the June 2 service.  

• Sunshine Room – Announce at the beginning of the service, if kids 3 and under are 
present, that this is available and has a speaker from the sanctuary.  

• Custodian- a decision was made to dedicate $200 per month ($50 per week) for 4-5 
hours of work each week. A candidate was identified.  

• 2nd Harvest Coordinator position is open again.  
• We are getting a quote from Church Mutual for a new insurance policy. A rep, who 

looked at our current policy from Harms, thinks we are 32% underinsured. A Church 
Mutual policy would make background checks for all teachers and youth supervisors 
easy and inexpensive.  

• Our $20,000 CD at 2.17% matures on June 23. Jack Erb will advise going forward.  
• Pastor suggested that we might have a Pastor-Parish Relations Committee as many 

churches to, to receive comments from members and convey them to the Council. 
Council feels that this c is not needed, as congregation members can contact Council 
members directly with feedback. 

• The desire was expressed for the Council to provide more support for volunteers in 
existing programs, and wait to add ‘nice to have’ items until we have a more stable 
volunteer and active membership situation. 

• Pastor would like council to share feedback as it occurs, so changes can be made sooner 
than later if needed. 

• A Council retreat is still under discussion, as is the location. 
• Pastor is trying to secure at least five church members who will commit to serve for one 

hour per month as mentors for the new mentorship component of our Confirmation 
program. Materials for mentors are all ready to go.  

• Candy Lauby is taking a three-month break starting in July from serving as our alternate 
musician.  

 
YOUR CHURCH COUNCIL 

 
Elesa Kinder, President    608-333-2238, elesa.kinder@gmail.com 
Barb Anderson, Vice President  608-655-8090, pmohrmann3031@charter.net 
Kayla German, student rep   608-655-4422, kaylgerm@marshallschools.org 
John Baneck     608-512-5947, baneckj@ayresassociates.com 
George Socha     608-770-1745, gsochasr@gmail.com                     
Chad Chadwick                                                    608-395-7161, chadchadwickcc@gmail.com 
Susy Pawl     608-655-3437, susypsnuffles@gmail.com 
Cheri Harwood    608-469-2142 mac9harw@gmail.com 
 

 

mailto:gsochasr@gmail.com
mailto:chadchadwickcc@gmail.com
mailto:susypsnuffles@gmail.com
mailto:mac9harw@gmail.com
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Our thanks and gratitude to those who gave so much of their energy and time in June for the 
sake of this body of Christ! These include our secretary Kathy Schluter, our organists, Altar 
Guild members, those serving on Council or other leadership teams, Women of the ELCA, 
Second Harvest Food Bank leaders and volunteers.  Thank you to those who assisted in the 
Baccalaureate Sunday service, who provided Triangle snacks for Holy Trinity Sunday, those who 
participated in and helped with the Youth Group cook-out, everyone who provided snacks for 
our first responders and honored them on June 23 at our “Blue Mass.” Thanks also to those 
who prepared the newsletter for mailing, ordered supplies and cleaned the church, 
watered the plants, kept track of church finances, counted money, sponsored the 
dandelion spraying, took photographs, brewed coffee and provided weekly snacks, 
baked bread for communion, provided assistance at worship such as ushering, 
reading, or helping with communion, put information in the Courier,  handled 
fellowship hall rentals, and took out trash. 
 
If we missed thanking you, our apologies. Holy Trinity would be lost without all of its wonderful 
volunteers.  You are so very much appreciated! 
 
Contact the church office at 608-655-4246 or htcstaff@holytrinity-marshall.com 
--To schedule weddings, baptisms, or other events, or if a death occurs in your family. 
--If your name is spelled incorrectly, your address has changed (post office charges church when 
things are sent to an old address), you no longer wish to receive the church newsletter, or you 
wish to have the newsletter e-mailed to you. 
--Especially to let us know if you or a member of your family is admitted to the hospital.  
 
URGENT!  The Marshall-Cottage Grove Area urgently needs volunteer drivers to provide rides 
to area seniors (60 years and older) and veterans of all ages to medical and other important 
appointments, or to deliver meals in the same area.  This volunteer position is very flexible; 
there are no minimum hours required, and mileage reimbursement and extra liability insurance 
is provided.  The services are offered Monday-Friday between 8:00am and 4:00pm.  If you are 
interested in driving, contact Mary Schmelzer at 608-441-7896 or mschmelzer@rsvpdane.org. 
 

HOLY TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Staff office hours: Monday-Thursday, 9:00am – 12:00noon 

 
Kathy Schluter, office staff  htcstaff@holytrinity-marshall.com 
Pastor Nancy Raabe e-mail  pastor@holytrinity-marshall.com 
Pastor Nancy Raabe phone         (614)-214-2639 (cell), call or text; home, 608-839-0322 
Like us on Facebook @  HolyTrinityLutheranChurchWI 
Web site    www.holytrinitymarshall.com 

mailto:htcstaff@holytrinity-marshall.com
mailto:mschmelzer@rsvpdane.org
mailto:htcstaff@holytrinity-marshall.com
mailto:pastor@holytrinity-marshall.com
http://www.holytrinitymarshall.com/

