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SIXTEENTH SUNDAY OF PENTECOST                                                     September 20, 2020 
 
For today’s hymn exploration, please see our web site’s home page.  
 
INVOCATION 
In the name of the Father, 
and of the ☩ Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our sin to 
live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive 
your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
Most merciful God, 
we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We 
have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For 
the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so 
that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen. 
 
In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God forgives 
us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I 
therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and 
of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 

GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 
with you all.   And also with you.  
 
Prayer of the Day 
Almighty and eternal God, you show perpetual lovingkindness to us your servants. Because we 
cannot rely on our own abilities, grant us your merciful judgment, and train us to embody the 
generosity of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 
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WORD 
 
Psalm 145:1-8  

Refrain: The Lord is slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love. 

 1I will exalt you, my | God and king, 
  and bless your name forev- | er and ever. 
 2Every day | will I bless you 
  and praise your name forev- | er and ever. 
 3Great is the LORD and greatly | to be praised! 
  There is no end | to your greatness. 
 4One generation shall praise your works | to another 
  and shall de- | clare your power. R 
 5I will speak of the glorious splendor | of your majesty 
  and all your | marvelous works. 
 6They shall tell of the might of your | wondrous acts, 
  and I will re- | count your greatness. 
 7They shall publish the remembrance of | your great goodness; 
  they shall sing joyfully | of your righteousness. 
 8The LORD is gracious and full | of compassion, 
  slow to anger and abounding in | steadfast love. R 
  
Psalm Prayer 
O Lord, fill our mouths with grateful praise for you in all that we do. Amen. 

Reading: Philippians 1:21-30 
Paul writes to the Philippians from prison. Though he is uncertain about the outcome of his 
imprisonment, he is committed to the ministry of the gospel and calls on the Philippians to live lives that 
reflect and enhance the gospel mission. 
 
21For to me, living is Christ and dying is gain. 22If I am to live in the flesh, that means fruitful 
labor for me; and I do not know which I prefer. 23I am hard pressed between the two: my desire 
is to depart and be with Christ, for that is far better; 24but to remain in the flesh is more 
necessary for you. 25Since I am convinced of this, I know that I will remain and continue with all 
of you for your progress and joy in faith, 26so that I may share abundantly in your boasting in 
Christ Jesus when I come to you again. 
  27Only, live your life in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that, whether I come and 
see you or am absent and hear about you, I will know that you are standing firm in one spirit, 
striving side by side with one mind for the faith of the gospel, 28and are in no way intimidated 
by your opponents. For them this is evidence of their destruction, but of your salvation. And 
this is God’s doing. 29For he has graciously granted you the privilege not only of believing in 
Christ, but of suffering for him as well—30since you are having the same struggle that you saw I 
had and now hear that I still have. 
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Word of God, Word of life.   Thanks be to God. 
  
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON         Pastor Nancy Raabe 
 
HYMN: “Great is Thy Faithfulness”                 
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APOSTLES’ CREED   
 
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,  
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary,  
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; 
He descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, 
He is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness 
of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  . 

Drawn together in the compassion of God, we pray for the church, the world, and all those in 
need. 

Generous God, you make the last first, and the first last. Where this gospel challenges the 
church, equip it for its works of service. Strengthen those who suffer for Christ (especially). 
Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Compassionate God, your creation suffers from extremes of weather. Rein in the wildfires that 
are devastating the west and return to the people clear air to breathe. Console all who have 
lost homes and loved ones. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Where we find envy and create enemies, you provide enough for all. Bring peace to places of 
conflict and violence.  Inspire leaders with creativity and wisdom. Bless the work of negotiators, 
peacekeepers, and development workers. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Even beyond our expectations, you choose to give generously. Grant life, health, and courage to 
all who are in need, especially  
 
Barb Anderson  Barb Paffenroth Jerry Usgaard   Joy Prochazka  
Mary Sanford  Katrina Millner  Kayla German      Bernard Ray         Diane Leistikow         
 
Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
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We praise you for the generations that have declared your power to us. Give us faithfulness to 
follow them, living for Christ, until you call us to join them in the joyful song around his throne. 
Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
All these things and whatever else you see that we need, we entrust to your mercy; through 
Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray:  
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.    
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 
As we forgive those who trespass against us; 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
Forever and ever.   Amen.   
 
GREETING OF THE PEACE 
 
The peace of Christ be with you all! 
And also with you. 
 
Meditation in Music 

Offering Prayer 
Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. 
You have set before us these gifts of your good creation. 
Prepare us for your heavenly banquet, 
nourish us with this rich food and drink, 
and send us forth to set tables in the midst of a suffering world, 
through the bread of life, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
 
Amen. 

Blessing 
Neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, 
nor things present, nor things to come, 
nor powers, nor height, nor depth, 
nor anything else in all creation, 
will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus. 
God, the creator, ☩ Jesus, the Christ, 
and the Holy Spirit, the comforter, 
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bless you and keep you in eternal love.  Amen. 
 
HYMN: “Give Thanks” 
 

 
 
Dismissal 
Go in peace. Christ is with you.  
 
Thanks be to God.  
 

All music and texts reprinted with permission under  
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