
 

 

March 16, 2020  5 p.m. 
 
Dear friends, 
 
In this era of extreme care for our neighbor and loving concern for all, the Congregation Council 
voted today to suspend worship services through at least April 5, and to close the building to all 
but maintenance and office personnel. Like everyone else, we are not sure how long this 
closure will continue. If it extends through April 12 or later, I may suggesting that we have Holy 
Week and Easter services later in the spring (as we'll do with our Spaghetti Dinner) when it is 
safe to gather again. Stranger things have happened! 
  
We want very much to stay connected with you. In addition to these emails, here are a few 
ways we may accomplish that: 

• Through our web site, holytrinitymarshall.com, I am writing a blog post each day. Each 
will focus on a hymn in the context of our current situation. I'll include musical links if I 
can find decent ones. We need to keep the music of the church in our minds and 
hearts. Go to our site and look for the blog link at the top of the page.  
 

• We MAY try to live stream our worship services--if so we'll send out another note. But 
our technology is limited (as in, to an iPhone). If we don't go that route, each 
week's sermon and prayers will be posted to our YouTube Channel. I may end up 
recording those at home, and will include other brief posts for meditation and 
prayers. You'll be alerted to each new YouTube post on Facebook. Please like us on 
Facebook if you haven't already. Or find us on YouTube by searching for "Holy Trinity 
Lutheran Church Marshall WI." Being together in spirit, in this way, will help us stay 
connected. 
 

• I can't stress this strongly enough: We depend on your offerings to be able to 
continue our operation during this time. We still have all our same bills to pay including 
the monthly mortgage. Since we don't have a drop box, we ask that you spare us a 
stamp and send your offerings to 605 Madison St., Marshall 53559. If you'd rather save 
the stamps, sign up on our web site for electronic giving (go to "Give"). It's a great 
system created to save you time and effort, and it helps us as well. Don't worry, you 
retain complete control of the amount and frequency of your gifts. Remaining faithful in 
this way keeps us bound together in our common purpose.  
 

• Finally, my virtual door is always open. Please email me at pastor@holytrinity-
marshall.com, or text or phone at 614.214.2639. If you call and I don't pick up right 
away, try our home phone, 608.839.0322. Please do not hesitate to do this -- especially 
now! It is my only way to care for you individually until we can be together again. I will 
be calling many of you as well to check in.  



This is a time that tries our patience and calls from each of us new oceans of perseverance. 
With God as our refuge and strength, and Christ as the cornerstone of our lives, let's pull 
together and look toward that happy day when we can once again, under the same roof, 
worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness. 
 
Grace and peace, 
Pastor Raabe 
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