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Pastor’s Column 
 
SUNDAY SCHOOL: WE ARE HERE FOR YOU 
 
I have recently been getting to know “The Living Bible,” a down-to-
earth paraphrase by Kenneth Taylor first published in 1971. I was 
especially interested to learn that Taylor’s inspiration for this 
mammoth project was to make the Bible more intelligible to his 
children. He once said: 
 

Our family devotions were tough going because of the difficulty we had understanding 
the King James Version, which we were then using, or the Revised Standard Version, 
which we used later. All too often I would ask questions to be sure the children 
understood, and they would shrug their shoulders—they didn't know what the passage 
was talking about. So I would explain it. I would paraphrase it for them and give them the 
thought. It suddenly occurred to me one afternoon that I should write out the reading for 
that evening thought by thought, rather than doing it on the spot during our devotional 
time. So I did, and read the chapter to the family that evening with exciting results—they 
knew the answers to all the questions I asked! 

 
Listen to how Taylor expresses Proverbs 22:6, a seminal verse on the education of children. 
Instead of the familiar “Train up a child in the way he should go…”, TLB reads: “Teach a child to 
choose the right path, and when he is older, he will remain on it.” 
 

Parents and grandparents, Sunday school is here for you! A headline in USA Today a few years 
ago asked, “Has the Sun Set on Sunday School?” The answer is: No. Here at Holy Trinity we are 
more excited than ever about our program. We aim not only to teach the Bible to your children 
through a different story each week but to help shepherd their hearts as they grow into 
adulthood, with Jesus’ love at the center. Sunday school is also a time for fun, fellowship, and 
the free expression of who each child is through art, music, and play.  
 
This year we are making a renewed commitment to encouraging regular attendance. To this 
end we will be staying in close touch with you. Each Sunday your child will be bringing home 

http://www.holytrinitymarshall.com/
mailto:htcstaff@holytrinity-marshall.com
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/King_James_Version
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Revised_Standard_Version
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their lesson leaflet as well as a “family page” that you can do together during the week to 
reinforce things they’ve learned. Each month we will be sending out a newsletter in which we 
highlight the stories they’ll be studying in the coming weeks and provide helpful reminders and 
updates. And of course you may sit in on their classes whenever you like. 
 
Sunday School begins in the sanctuary at 9:00 am. These first 15 minutes are important in 
giving the child the chance to experience the church’s worship and music on a regular basis. 
They leave for class at around 9:15 am after the children’s message, and will be reunited with 
you at 10:15 am. This gives you a bit of time for coffee and fellowship before you meet up.  
 
Our classes this year will be: 3K and 4K; kindergarten and first grade; second grade; third and 
fourth grades; fifth grade with First Communion instruction; and sixth grade. Please note that 
three-year-olds are welcome. We know there are many of them out there—what a fun class 
that will be! Registration will take place on Rally Day, September 8 (one service only at 10 am), 
but you can register anytime at church or online at our web site, holytrinitymarshall.com. 
 
Grace and peace, 
Pastor Raabe 
 
 
YOUTH GROUP INITIATIVE    We are looking at starting a youth group for our middle and high 
school students! The council is supportive of this and has agreed to help fund activities and 
food. Thank you, council! A small group of parents and confirmation students have come up 
with some ideas to consider such as fun outdoor games, bowling, biking, a scavenger hunt, a 
cookout and drive-in movie outing. We would love to encourage community service activities 
and fellowship as well. We held the first gathering at the parsonage on June 19th. We had 8 or 
9 students come. The kids had a lot of fun and helped to brainstorm further ideas.  
 
Our next event will be on Saturday, August 10th at the Petersen home from 1-4 pm (5683 Oak 
Park Rd, Marshall). We will have snacks, swimming and yard games! Kids should bring swimsuit, 
towels and sunblock. We encourage the students to invite a couple of friends! Our goal for this 
afternoon is for lots of fun! Feel free to bring a bag chair and a frisbee or football, etc. Parents 
are welcome to join us on the 10th and help in the planning process for the Youth Group.  
 
Submitted by Jodi Petersen 
 

 
CONFIRMATION MINISTRY    It’s that time of the year! Confirmation classes at Holy Trinity are 
open to anyone who has completed at least 6th grade, who desires to know more fully what it 
means to be a disciple of Jesus Christ, and who intends to publicly affirm their baptismal 
covenant before God and the congregation.  If you have someone who will be attending 
confirmation classes or if you have questions, contact Pastor Raabe as soon as possible. 
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Confirmation orientation for all parents and students is Wednesday, September 11 at 7:30 pm. 
Class is from 5:00-6:00 pm and begins September 18. We are counting on the confirmands 
staying for worship each Wednesday, and hoping parents will join them.  

The purpose of confirmation is for young people to deepen and explore their faith, to read and 
study scripture in community, and learn about Christ’s church through the lens of our rich 
Lutheran heritage. Throughout we will wrestle with this question: "If I acknowledge Jesus Christ 
as Lord and Savior, what difference will it make in my life?" We intend to create a safe place 
where students will feel free to ask their deepest questions and share honest doubts. We hope 
also that they will bond with each other and, in this new fellowship, will continue to move 
together into ministry and service in Christ through our new Youth Group.  

This year we are introducing two exciting changes. First, an additional six weeks will be added in 
the Fall of 2020 for 8th graders only—who will be 9th graders by that point—in which they will 
draw on all they have learned to consider together some of the deepest questions of faith and 
life. Confirmation Sunday will now fall on Reformation Sunday (that closest to October 31). That 
means our next Confirmation Sunday will be on November 1, 2020. Parents of rising 8th 
graders, get that date on your calendars now! To clarify, this means we will no longer have 
Confirmation Sunday in the Spring. We think that will make the busy month of May easier for 
everyone.  

Second, we are launching a Confirmation Mentor program this Fall for 8th graders. (Eventually 
we hope to extend it to 7th graders also.)  Each student will be paired with an adult in the 
congregation, someone they do not already know who has agreed to serve in this capacity. 
Mentors will meet individually with their student during regular class time on the first 
Wednesday every month from October through April. A detailed scripture-based workbook, 
designed mainly to stimulate conversation and deepen the relationship, has been prepared for 
mentors to guide them through each week. 

The idea behind this is that the mentor will help support the student as they go through 
confirmation and help the student feel more connected to Holy Trinity through an independent 
adult relationship. Mentors are able to offer a different perspective than what students hear 
from parents and relatives. The hope is that this will be a mutually rewarding experience and 
the two will grow together in faith through conversations and time spent with one another. 

We are still looking for a few more mentors starting this Fall, so please prayerfully consider this 
opportunity to make a big difference in the life of one of our wonderful young people. Contact 
Pastor Raabe if you are interested. The Mentor Workbook is now available on the Welcome 
Desk for you to look at anytime, as is the 9th grade workbook they’ll be using.  

In Christ’s service, 
Pastor Raabe 
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Church  News 

 
NOTE:  The church is now locked after office hours.  If you must enter, please call the church 
office to make other arrangements.   
 
Vacation Bible School July 8-11   VBS was held in partnership with Bristol Lutheran Church and 
18 kids participated.  They learned about God, made projects, learned a new song and sang it 
for Wednesday night worship, and made new friends.  A good time was had by all.  Thank you 
to everyone who assisted with Vacation Bible School. 
 
Sunday School Backpack Project   The Sunday School Backpack Project is gearing up and in 
need of items now as shipping the backpacks will be earlier than usual.  The following is a list of 
items for each kit but feel free to provide all items or as many as you wish and drop them off in 
the basket in the narthex.  School sales are in full swing.  The Sunday School thanks you!  
 
4 – 70 sheet lined notebooks (no loose leaf paper)                                        1 – pencil sharpener 
1 – 30 centimeter ruler (or ruler with both inches and centimeters)          1 – blunt scissors 
5 – unsharpened #2 pencils with erasers                                                          1 – 2-1/2” eraser 
5 – black or blue ballpoint pens                                                                          box crayons (16 or 24) 
Sturdy fabric for backpacks (denim, canvas, etc.)                                           cotton clothesline 
 
Coming Up!  Rally Sunday on September 8    
There will be ONE worship service at 10:00 am.  Following worship there will be a cook-out and 
potluck, ministry fair, games for kids, and registration for Sunday School and confirmation.  The 
board with sticky notes for you to bring things will be in the narthex. Please grab one or two 
notes and plan to attend. It should be fun!  Sunday School begins September 15 at 9:00 am. 
 
 
 
 

JOIN OUR PRAYER TEAM 
 
Our Prayer Team consists of several dedicated “prayer warriors.” Prayers for those in our 
community in special need are shared via email so that you may include them in your own 
prayers. If you would like to be added to this list, please contact Pastor Raabe.  Also let her 
know if you have someone you want the group to pray for; prayer requests may also be put 
in the box in the narthex. Please allow us to support you or your loved ones in this way. 
Pastor Raabe would also like to encourage the formation of small prayer groups that would 
meet on a regular basis for shared prayer. Please consider being part of our prayer ministry 
in one of these ways. “Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and 
supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God.” (Philippians 4:6) 
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30-Hour Famine   We are in the early planning stages for a 30-hour fast to take place from a 
Friday night through Sunday morning, possibly the last weekend of February. This program is 
sponsored by the global charity World Vision International. Holy Trinity will be hosting this in 
partnership with Bristol Lutheran Church. The purpose of the 30-Hour Famine is to highlight the 
reality of global hunger, raise funds for those in need, and create new avenues for fellowship.  
It’s open to youth confirmation age and up.  Mark your calendars.  
 
Summer Sizzler Fundraiser    Contributions are notably lower during summer months but our  
financial obligations continue.  For this reason we are in the midst of our envelope fundraiser to 
raise funds above our usual giving.  On the bulletin board in the narthex are envelopes 
numbered 1 through 100.  If you are able, please take an envelope or two and enclose the 
amount of money shown by the number on the envelope.  We ask that you also complete the 
back of the envelope for contribution purposes.  You can drop your envelope in the collection 
plate, mail it to us, or slide it under the office door if no one is in.  If all of the envelopes are 
taken, we can raise $5,000 above our usual financial contributions; no volunteer hours or heavy 
lifting required!  That would go a long way toward paying Holy Trinity’s financial obligations.    
 
"Living the Gospel: Adventures in Acts"   Our voyage continues through the Book of Acts from 
6:30-7:30 pm on Tuesday August 6 and again on the 20th. We will meet at the parsonage, 224 
Howard St. on the new deck (weather permitting). Discover how these remarkable stories 
connect with our everyday lives. Bring your Bible and join in.  Open to all. Visitors are welcome. 
 
Garage and Bake Sale   Our annual Garage and Bake Sale on August 15-17 is fast approaching. 
You may continue to bring in gently used items in good condition.  These items should be 
placed down the hallway to the right, across from the Sunshine Room.  Small furniture items 
are very popular. However, we cannot accept TVs, entertainment centers, mattresses or box 
springs, sofa sleepers and reclining sofas, futons, exercise equipment, baby items (such as car 
seats, cribs and walkers), large appliances, items that are prohibitively large and heavy to 
handle (such as large furniture items), and hazardous or construction materials. 
  

Helpers will be needed for the following: 
 

  Sunday, August 11 10:15 am  Help move sale items to the  
    fellowship hall & narthex 

  Monday-Wednesday                             8:00 am-5:00 pm        Come any amount of time on  
  August 12-14                              these days to help set up for the 
                                                                                                           garage and bake sale                                    
Thursday, August 15   8:00 am-5:00 pm  Come and help at the garage sale 
Friday, August 16   8:00 am-5:00 pm  Come and help at the garage sale 
Saturday, August 17   8:00 am-Noon  Come and help at the garage sale 
     Noon   Pack up leftover items & vacuum 
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It’s critical that there be adequate help throughout the prep days and sale days of this event. 
Look for the worker schedule on the WELCOME Desk in the church entry way. Please commit to 
some work time so it is certain that all hours of the prep days and sale days are covered.  Many 
hands to pack up left-over sale items on Saturday will make the work time short. 
*** Proceeds from baked items add greatly to the success of our event. Donations of baked 
goods can be brought to the kitchen on all 3 days of the sale.*** 
 
Thanks for your support of this important fund-raising event for Holy Trinity. Did you know this 
“fund-raising” event is also FUN. See you there! 
 

 

Announcements 

 
Electronic Giving    Did you know you can give to Holy Trinity not only via mobile app but also 
by text message? To get started, search for “GivePlus Church” on the App Store or Google Play 
to download the app and just follow the instructions. Or text your one-
time gift to 608-709-0483. After you enter your information simply put 
the dollar amount in the message line and press Send. You can also 
sign up for credit card giving at the Welcome Desk. 
 
ATTENTION!!!!!  Offering Envelopes 
If you are giving electronically and no longer wish to receive weekly offering envelopes, 
please e-mail htcstaff@holytrinity-marshall.com and let us know that; otherwise you will 
continue to receive them.  Thank you. 
 
Electronic newsletter   To save paper, you may prefer to receive this 
newsletter electronically if you do not already. Just e-mail 
htcstaff@holytrinity-marshall.com and let us know that.  
 
Your Parsonage   All Holy Trinity members are warmly invited to use the 
parsonage at 224 Howard Street for church-related gatherings, whether one-time or ongoing. 
There is now a deck out in back with patio furniture for you to enjoy these warm summer 
evenings. You have use of the full kitchen and all other amenities. Call the office at 655-4246 to 
reserve your time and check out a key.  
 

Calling all teachers! We are seeking additional teachers for Sunday school to work as a team. 
We are aiming for 2 to 3 teachers per class. Team teaching will allow you to rotate Sundays 
so that the commitment to lead a class doesn’t fall too heavily on any one person. You’ll be 
provided with lessons and related materials well ahead of time. Within that format, you may 
be as creative as your like. Flexibility is encouraged! We want your teaching to reflect who 
you are because that is what the children will connect with. If God is calling you to use your 
special gifts and abilities in this way, please speak to Laurie Weisensel or Pastor Raabe, or 
write to Pastor Raabe at pastor@holytrinity-marshall.com. The next meeting is scheduled for 
Sunday August 11 at 10:15 am and classes begin on September 15. 

mailto:htcstaff@holytrinity-marshall.com
mailto:htcstaff@holytrinity-marshall.com
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The fellowship hall is available for parties and gatherings    Please call the church office at  
655-4246 (or email the office at htcstaff@holytrinity-marshall.com) with the date and time you 
are interested in reserving and we’ll get back to you.  
 
 

Coming Up at Holy Trinity 

 
*AA meetings are held every Tuesday evening at 7:30 pm.  
 
**“Living the Gospel: Adventures in Acts” meets the first and third Tuesdays, August 6 and 
20,  from 6:30-7:30 pm at the parsonage, 224 Howard Street.  Come join us on our voyage! 
 
 (Date change!)  Quilt Tying will be held on Tuesday August 6 at 1:00 pm at the church. 
To sew quilt tops at home, contact Linda Baldridge, 655-4178 or Laurie Weisensel, 235-5759. 
 
(Date Change!)  Quilting Day will take place on Saturday, August 10 from 9:00 am-3:00 pm.  
We will be cutting and sewing backpacks this date.  Come and join in this vital ministry!  
Contact Laurie Weisensel at (608)235-5759 if you need more information.  
 
There will be a Sunday School teachers meeting at 10:15 am on Sunday August 11 at church. 
 
(Date Change!)  The Council will be meeting on Tuesday August 13 at 6:00pm at the 
parsonage. 
 
Garage and Bake Sale set-up is August 12-14 from 8:00 am-5:00 pm. 
Garage and Bake Sale is August 15 & 16 from 8:00am-5:00pm both days and on August 17 
from 8:00-12:00noon, with clean-up to follow.  
 
Property Committee meets on Sunday August 18 at 10:15 following worship. 
 
“Engaging the Texts” is Monday August 19 at 2:30 at the parsonage. 
 
(Date change!)  Due to the garage sale, the Women of the ELCA (WELCA) will be meeting on 
Tuesday August 20 at 12:30 pm for their annual potluck picnic.   
 
The August Second Harvest Food Bank will be Friday August 30 from 2:00-4:30 pm.  This 
ministry provides much-needed food to area families and is open and available to all people.  
Volunteers are always needed for the following, so come help out and bring a friend: 
 

• 12:30 pm       Unload the Second Harvest truck; all food is moved by hand jack (we are 
 especially in need of someone to help with this) 

• 1:30 pm        Set up food for distribution 

• 2:00-4:30 pm  Distribute food 

• 4:30 pm            Break down boxes, move pallets, and vacuum carpets 

mailto:htcstaff@holytrinity-marshall.com
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Registration for recipients begins at 1:00 pm. If inclement weather, there will be limited seating 
in the narthex between 1:00 and 2:00 pm; otherwise, church doors open at 2:00 pm. 
 

You can check out church events and schedules on the up-to-date calendar at 
 www.holytrinitymarshall.com.  Share comments or suggestions for the website  

with Kathy Schluter or Pastor Raabe. 
 

 
An easy way to donate to Holy Trinity:   If you eat at Texas Roadhouse in Madison on Sundays, 
just present our church bulletin for 10% off your food bill (not including alcohol, taxes, or 
gratuity) to be donated back to Holy Trinity.  Not valid with any other offers or on holidays and 
is for Dine In ONLY.  One per table, per visit.  This is a weekly, on-going program that takes place 
EVERY Sunday.  A check will be sent to Holy Trinity once a month.  It’s as simple as that, so 
enjoy a great meal and give back to Holy Trinity at the same time! 
 
Altar Flowers:  Having fresh flowers on the altar is a welcome reminder of the beauty of God’s 
creation in the midst of our worship. You may order locally or bring your own. Please let the 
office know by the Monday before they are to be used if you would like to include information 
in that week’s bulletin, such as a dedication in honor or in memory of someone or something.  
 
Holy Trinity online:   Visit our web site at www.holytrinitymarshall.com, and follow us on 
Facebook, to stay abreast of up-to-the-minute church news.  If you’re new to Facebook, type 
HolyTrinityLutheranChurchWI into the search bar, and click “Like” when our page pops up. 
Send news and photos to the office for posting. You can give us a rating there, and on our 
Google Business page.  
 
Sunday worship helpers (greeters, ushers, lectors, communion assistants) are also needed.   
There’s a sign-up sheet on the bulletin board, along with one for snacks and coffee-making for 
each service.  
 
 

Council Highlights – July 7, 2019 
 

• Plans for the Chili Cook-Off on September 29 were discussed.  

• It was voted to restore the American and Lutheran flags in the sanctuary.  

• The Council is discussing moving the church’s insurance plan from Grinnell to Church 
Mutual because a Church Mutual assessment stated that we are under-insured by 
nearly $1 million. However, a policy with them would mean an increase in annual 
premium by $2,100. The idea is still under consideration.  

• The next meeting takes place on Tuesday August 13 at 6:00 pm at the parsonage. (This is 
a date change from the usual Sunday meetings.)  All are welcome. 
 
 

 

http://www.holytrinitymarshall.com/
http://www.holytrinitymarshall.com/
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YOUR CHURCH COUNCIL 
 

Elesa Kinder, President    608-333-2238, elesa.kinder@gmail.com 
Barb Anderson, Vice President  608-655-8090, pmohrmann3031@charter.net 
Kayla German, student rep   608-655-4422, kaylgerm@marshallschools.org 
John Baneck     608-512-5947, baneckj@ayresassociates.com 
George Socha     608-770-1745, gsochasr@gmail.com                     
Chad Chadwick                                                    608-395-7161, chadchadwickcc@gmail.com 
Susy Pawl     608-655-3437, susypsnuffles@gmail.com 
Cheri Harwood    608-469-2142 mac9harw@gmail.com 
 
 
 
 
 
Our thanks and gratitude to those who gave so much of their energy and time in July for the 
sake of this body of Christ!  These include our secretary Kathy Schluter, our organists, Altar 
Guild members, those serving on Council  or other leadership teams, Women of the ELCA, and  
Second Harvest Food Bank volunteers.   Thank you to our Property Committee for keeping the 
church and parsonage in good condition and to those who keep the grounds of the church and 
parsonage looking great.  Thanks go to everyone who assisted with Vacation Bible School or 
volunteered at the Marshall-Waterloo Food Pantry and those who are working diligently 
preparing for the upcoming garage and bake sale.    Thanks also to those who  purchased paper, 
prepared the newsletter for mailing, ordered supplies and cleaned the church, watered the 
plants, kept track of church finances, counted money, took photographs, brewed coffee and 
provided weekly snacks, baked bread for communion, provided assistance at worship such as 
ushering, reading, or helping with communion, put information in the Courier,  handled 
fellowship hall rentals, and took out trash. 
 
Apologies if we missed anyone.  You are all so very much appreciated! 
 
Contact the church office at 608-655-4246 or htcstaff@holytrinity-marshall.com 
--To schedule weddings, baptisms, or other events 
--If your name is spelled incorrectly, your address has changed (post office charges church when 
things are sent to an old address), you no longer wish to receive the church newsletter, or you 
wish to have the newsletter e-mailed to you 
--Especially to let us know if a member of your family is admitted to the hospital or a nursing 
   home or will be needing surgery 
--You know someone who is a shut-in and would like a visit from the pastor 
--A baby arrives in your family 
--A death occurs in your family 
--You know of someone to be added to the prayer list 
--A member of your family is deployed 
--You need a ride to worship or a church event  

mailto:gsochasr@gmail.com
mailto:chadchadwickcc@gmail.com
mailto:susypsnuffles@gmail.com
mailto:mac9harw@gmail.com
mailto:htcstaff@holytrinity-marshall.com
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Pastoral Care   Please do not hesitate to contact Pastor Raabe for any pastoral need, 
particularly if you are ill or must go into the hospital. We are here for you 24/7, as close as a 
phone call or text. Often we find that members have been hospitalized only after they have 
come home! Your well-being is her first concern. Also, please call the office if you would like to 
regularly receive a visit with Holy Communion in your home or apartment.  
 

COMMUNITY NEWS 

 
Marshall-Waterloo Food Pantry  The Marshall/Waterloo Food Pantry is located in the lower 
level at 117 E. Madison Street (Hwy. 19) in Waterloo.  (Please use the door in the alley.)  People 
may visit the food pantry once each month. If you or someone you know needs food help, 
please make use of the food pantry.  Hours are Wednesdays from noon-1:00 pm and again 
Wednesday evenings from 7:00-8:00 pm.  Saturday hours are from 9:00-10:00 am.  
 
Community Senior Food Program  This lunch program is every Tuesday at 11:00 am at the 
Marshall Library for those 60 years and older and is free, or a small donation may be given by 
those who are able. To order your meal, you must call 608-837-4611, ext. 113, no later than 
11:00 am the Monday before.  
 
URGENT!!!  The RSVP Driver Services Program in the Marshall/Cottage Grove area urgently 
needs volunteer drivers to provide rides to area seniors (60 yrs. and older) and veterans of all 
ages to medical and other important appointments, or to deliver meals in the same area.   This 
volunteer position is flexible; no minimum hours required, and mileage reimbursement/extra 
liability insurance provided. The services are offered Monday-Friday, between 8:00 am and 4:00 
pm. If you are interested in driving, contact Mary Schmelzer at 608-441-7896 or 
mschmelzer@rsvpdane.org. 

 
RSVP’s Vets Helping Vets Program  If you can spare a few hours to drive veterans to medical 
appointments, contact Tom Poppe  at (608) 238-7901 or via e-mail at tpoppe@rsvpdane.org. 
 
 

HOLY TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Staff office hours: Monday-Thursday, 9:00am – 12:00noon 

 
Kathy Schluter, office staff  htcstaff@holytrinity-marshall.com 
Pastor Nancy Raabe e-mail  pastor@holytrinity-marshall.com 
Pastor Nancy Raabe phone         (614)-214-2639 (cell), call or text; home, 608-839-0322 
Like us on Facebook @  HolyTrinityLutheranChurchWI 
Web site    www.holytrinitymarshall.com 

mailto:mschmelzer@rsvpdane.org
mailto:tpoppe@rsvpdane.org
mailto:htcstaff@holytrinity-marshall.com
mailto:pastor@holytrinity-marshall.com

