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 The words of Holy Scripture always find us where we are. God’s living Word addresses 

us directly in whatever situation we find ourselves in. In that way it takes root in our 

hearts, and feeds our faith as it blooms and grows. 

 It feels to me as if this has never been truer than today, but only if we hear this 

passage from Paul’s letter to the Ephesians from an unusual standpoint—that of the 

future.  

 Never has our world been more united in common purpose than in combating this 

virus. It may seem strange that a scary-looking organism could accomplish this, rather than 

the craving for world peace, but that is where we are. Each of us is wrestling daily with 

how to respond to the crisis.  

• Should I make a mad dash for the grocery store first thing in the morning?  
• Can I meet with a few friends if we stay at a safe distance?  
• Will I get sick even though I’m doing everything possible to stay isolated?  
• How do we I from going stir-crazy at home if I’m not already accustomed to 

spending much of my day there?  
• How will this isolation affect my friendships, my community, my church?  

 
 In this time we MUST remain people of hope. Christian hope is the conviction that 

God’s promises are true. In the Old Testament God promised us steadfast love and 

faithfulness. Steadfast means ‘never changing.’ And faithfulness means “I will always be 

there with you.” In Christ God promised us a Savior to lead us through dark valleys, to be 



the face of God’s love and mercy for us, one who will always be with us even to the end of 

the age.  And in the Holy Spirit, who breathed life into being, God promises us the future—

that all things, the world, everything, will be fully restored in God’s love. 

 These words from Ephesians take us into the future. They transport us to that time 

when our world is restored. They also tell us that in the midst of our troubles we are the 

messengers of restoration. “Once you were in darkness, but now in the Lord you are light.” 

Once we were in chains, now we are free. Once we were oppressed by fear, now we can 

live fully and freely as God desires for each of us.  

 Another verse from our reading: “Take no part in the unfruitful works of darkness, 

but instead expose them.” This is telling us to remain vigilant and to encourage others to 

do the same. Follow all precautions. Don’t cut corners; instead remain steadfast in your 

own faith in the conviction that God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in 

trouble. 

 And reading on: “For…everything exposed by the light becomes visible, for everything 

visible is light.” Standing at the far end of this dark time, with the light restored, we are 

able to recognize all the wise actions and earnest efforts that restored our world. It’s hard 

to say “restored to normalcy” because things will have changed. Business that suffered 

greatly may not be able to re-open. A smaller economy on the other end means that more 

people will still be out of work. Will our churches survive? I pray that answer is yes, for the 

church is the body by which we bring to the world that much-needed conviction of hope.  

  



 Paul wrote this letter to the young church in Ephesus, on the western shores of what 

is now Turkey, to encourage Christians to remain faithful in the face of magicians and false 

prophets who were dead set against Paul’s proclamation of Jesus Christ. Paul urged them 

to look to the future while remaining grounded in what they knew to be true. As Brother 

Roger of the Taize community has said, “The seeds of the future are found in a present 

relationship with God.”  

 So, stay connected. Rejoice in God. Pray without ceasing. Give to anyone who asks of 

you an accounting of the hope that is in you. For this is the will of God for you in Christ 

Jesus. Amen.  

 

 
The Apostle Paul 
 

 
Street scene at the archaeological excavations at Ephesus 
 


