
GOSPEL: Mark 13:24-37 
 
[Jesus said:] 24“In those days, after that suffering, 
 the sun will be darkened, 
  and the moon will not give its light, 
 25and the stars will be falling from heaven, 
  and the powers in the heavens will be shaken. 
26Then they will see ‘the Son of Man coming in clouds’ with great power and glory. 27Then he 
will send out the angels, and gather his elect from the four winds, from the ends of the earth to 
the ends of heaven. 
  28“From the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its branch becomes tender and puts forth its 
leaves, you know that summer is near. 29So also, when you see these things taking place, you 
know that he is near, at the very gates. 30Truly I tell you, this generation will not pass away until 
all these things have taken place. 31Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass 
away. 
  32“But about that day or hour no one knows, neither the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but 
only the Father. 33Beware, keep alert; for you do not know when the time will come. 34It is like a 
man going on a journey, when he leaves home and puts his slaves in charge, each with his work, 
and commands the doorkeeper to be on the watch. 35Therefore, keep awake—for you do not 
know when the master of the house will come, in the evening, or at midnight, or at cockcrow, 
or at dawn, 36or else he may find you asleep when he comes suddenly. 37And what I say to you I 
say to all: Keep awake.” 
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Why are we hearing about the apocalypse, the end of all things, on the first Sunday of Advent? 
Isn’t Advent all about waiting for Jesus to be born? 
 
Well, kind of. Advent is a time of waiting—waiting and longing and yearning for the fulfillment 
of what has been promised. Yes, the coming of the Messiah was indeed promised by the great 
Hebrew prophets. But through him, and with him, and in him, the fulfillment of God’s reign on 
earth is also promised, a fulfillment that involves each of us. Jesus’ Resurrection, his victory 
over death, tells us that God’s kingdom is here, and the gift of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost was a 
down payment on that promise. The church, given birth by the Holy Spirit, is helping to bring 
that about. We are part of this great movement toward the end of all things, the gathering up 
of all creation in God’s love.  
 
Today we are not looking longingly at the empty manger, but are standing on the brink of time, 
gazing at the cosmic consummation that we call the Second Coming. The problem our Gospel 
reading presents us with is that we don’t know how to think about this. If we think about the 
Second Coming at all, we imagine it at some distant time in the far-off future, something that 
has nothing to do with our lives in the present moment.  
 
To this, Mark’s Gospel says: No! We must be thinking about it constantly precisely because we 
don’t know when Jesus is coming. It could happen this afternoon. It could happen tonight 
during the Packer-Bears game – last week’s game certainly felt like an apocalypse. Or as Jesus 
says it could come at midnight. Or at dawn.  
 
But how are to think about it? To what can we compare it? Well, here we have a great teaching 
moment in the midst of the pandemic.  Let’s draw a parallel from what we just heard in Mark to 
life at the present time, meaning today. To recap that first part of the reading: 
 
[Jesus said:] 24“In those days, after that suffering, 
 the sun will be darkened, 
  and the moon will not give its light, 
 25and the stars will be falling from heaven, 
  and the powers in the heavens will be shaken. 
26Then they will see ‘the Son of Man coming in clouds’ with great power and glory. 27Then he 
will send out the angels, and gather his elect from the four winds, from the ends of the earth to 
the ends of heaven. 
 
 
 



Here it is: Unprecedented suffering in our midst from the ravages of Covid-19. The darkening of 
the sun and moon, in which the way forward is still largely hidden. The coming of power and 
glory with news of the vaccine. The gathering of the elect from the ends of the earth, all those 
who will receive the vaccine, in an orderly succession of priority. Health restored, life made 
whole again, from the ends of the earth to the ends of heaven. 
 
Now please understand I am not comparing pharmaceutical companies or their scientists to the 
Son of God. But this is how Jesus is commanding us to live in Mark’s Gospel--in the confidence 
of exactly this kind of hope.  
 
This is the hope that guides each day of our life, especially now. It is when it is darkest that the 
first glimmers of light take on extraordinary meaning. Now is the time to value life more than 
ever. Pope Francis addressed this in an op-ed piece published in the New York Times on 
Thanksgiving Day. Here is part of what he said: 

“’Where the danger is, also grows the saving power.’ That’s the genius in the human story: 
There’s always a way to escape destruction. Where humankind has to act is precisely there, in 
the threat itself; that’s where the door opens. 

This is a moment to dream big, to rethink our priorities — what we value, what we want, what 
we seek — and to commit to act in our daily life on what we have dreamed of. 

“God asks us to dare to create something new. We cannot return to the false securities of the 
political and economic systems we had before the crisis. We need economies that give to all 
access to the fruits of creation, to the basic needs of life: to land, lodging and labor. We need a 
politics that can integrate and dialogue with the poor, the excluded and the vulnerable, that 
gives people a say in the decisions that affect their lives. We need to slow down, take stock and 
design better ways of living together on this earth.”  

This is the hope that governs and guides our life. We know Jesus is coming. We know a vaccine 
is coming. We know the end of the pandemic is coming, at some point. So we do not throw up 
our hands and say it doesn’t matter whether I get sick or not, or who else I make sick, we’re all 
going to get it eventually anyway, so I’m just going to pretend none of this exists.  
 
No! We dig into the fullness of life at this time with even greater resolve. We make the most of 
what we have and apply all our creativity to new life in our midst, now, that will take on even 
greater dimensions in the future. As Paul says in Romans 5, hope does not disappoint, because 
God’s love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit who has been given to us.  
 
Because we have hope, we live in the light of that final outcome. We know what the end will 
be—the fullness of life will be given to all. Knowing that, we live in joyful expectation of this 
truth. This is Advent – hope, longing, joyful expectation. The four candles of hope, peace, joy, 
and love. How we live, right now, matters. The end of all things will come as God has promised, 



either sooner or later. But it is our joyful calling as disciples of Jesus to bring in that kingdom 
now, with all the gifts and abilities God has given each of us.  
 
This Advent I invite you to be part of a new and more active worship life than we have had 
before. You can read about all the points of entry in your December newsletter. This season 
invites us to wait in rapt anticipation for the consummation of our hope. We long to know God 
as fully as we are known. We yearn to see God not through a glass darkly, but face to face. We 
desire to experience Jesus Christ not only through Word and Sacrament but to see him bodily. 
Mark’s Gospel tells us: We will!  
 
Let us sing this reality to each other and to God, in the powerful words of a humble 17th century 
German Lutheran church musician: 
 
 
4 Our hope and expectation, 
 O Jesus, now appear; 
 arise, O Sun so longed for, 
 o'er this benighted sphere. 
 With hearts and hands uplifted, 
 we plead, O Lord, to see 
 the day of earth's redemption 
 that sets your people free! 
  
Amen.   


