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First Sunday in Lent                                  February 21, 2021 
 
Gathering: “Cold December Flies Away” (ELW 299)       Setting by Nancy Raabe 
 
 
Find a peaceful place to pray, perhaps at a table. You may wish to light a candle, set out a cross, 
and place a bowl of water in remembrance of your baptism.  

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 
with us all. 
Amen. 

Litany of Thanksgiving 
Gracious God, who has named and claimed us, 
calling us your beloved children, 
you know the secrets of our hearts. 
When we sin and stray from your paths, 
you astound us with your saving grace. 
For this Word of life, 
we give you thanks. 

Loving Jesus, living Word, 
in you the Kingdom of God has come near; 
through you all that was lost has been found. 
Help us to boldly follow wherever you may lead, 
trusting your promise that we need not fear, 
for you are with us. 
For this Word of life, 
we give you thanks. 

Holy Spirit, the mystery in which we dwell, 
into our scarcity, your abundance flows. 
Enliven all communities with your good news. 
Guide us to love and serve Jesus, 
giving ourselves away for the sake of the world. 
For this Word of life, 
we give you thanks. 

All glory to you, holy God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
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Prayer of the Day  
Merciful God, accompany our journey through these forty days. Renew us in the gift of baptism, 
that we may provide for those who are poor, pray for those in need, fast from self-indulgence, 
and above all that we may find our treasure in the life of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 

 
WORD 

Reading:  Genesis 9:8-17     Read by Gary Waalkens 

8God said to Noah and to his sons with him, 9“As for me, I am establishing my covenant with you 
and your descendants after you, 10and with every living creature that is with you, the birds, the 
domestic animals, and every animal of the earth with you, as many as came out of the ark. 11I 
establish my covenant with you, that never again shall all flesh be cut off by the waters of a 
flood, and never again shall there be a flood to destroy the earth.” 12God said, “This is the sign of 
the covenant that I make between me and you and every living creature that is with you, for all 
future generations: 13I have set my bow in the clouds, and it shall be a sign of the covenant 
between me and the earth. 14When I bring clouds over the earth and the bow is seen in the 
clouds, 15I will remember my covenant that is between me and you and every living creature of 
all flesh; and the waters shall never again become a flood to destroy all flesh. 16When the bow is 
in the clouds, I will see it and remember the everlasting covenant between God and every living 
creature of all flesh that is on the earth.” 17God said to Noah, “This is the sign of the covenant 
that I have established between me and all flesh that is on the earth.” 

Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

`Psalm 25: 1-10               Setting by Marty Haugen, from “Holden Evening Prayer” 

To you, O LORD, I lift up my soul;  
my God, I put my trust in you…. 
 
Used with permission under OneLicense #A729064 

 

Covenant Conversations: Lenten Reflections on Old Testament Texts 
With Pastor Nancy Raabe 
 
Conversation #1: This week, in our reading from Genesis God promises 
“that the waters shall never again become a flood to destroy all 
flesh.” From now on, the flood brings life, not death. What does this 
promise mean for us in the course of our daily lives? 
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HYMN: “When We Are Tested”      All Creation Sings 922 
Text by Ruth Duck 

 

 

PRAYERS of the PEOPLE, read with Sandi Brewer and Wendy Franke 

 On this first Sunday in Lent, let us pray boldly for all in need, responding to each petition with 
words echoing today’s psalm, “In you we put our trust.” 

Relying on you, O God of our salvation, we pray for the church throughout the world, that 
strengthened by the promises of baptism, we discern your way of truth and justice, and reject 
the attractive lures of evil. Sustain those Christians who are beset with temptations or hardship. 

A brief silence. 
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Distressed by injustice and violence, we pray for leaders who govern in our nation and around 
the world, that they strive for equality and concord in all things. Visit the people of Myanmar, 
Sudan, and Ethiopia. Curb the power of tyrants around the world. 

A brief silence. 

Receive our prayers, O sovereign God: 
In you we put our trust. 

Alert to the difficulties of wintertime, we pray for all who are cold, for all the homeless, for 
refugees awaiting assistance, for those in parts of our country who still lack electricity and clean 
water, and for all whose employment requires them to endure brutal weather. Surround them 
with communities of care. 

A brief silence. 

Receive our prayers, O warm-hearted God: 
In you we put our trust. 

N. Pained by the suffering of others, we pray for all who are sick, especially those in our 
community we name here before you: 
Barb Anderson   Jerry Usgaard    Jeri Goss    Kayla German    Bernard Ray      Richard Chadwick             
Dinah Galston     Chuck Baldridge     Rod Galston     Dorothy Renforth    Lyliane Browne   
Krista Martin    John Ray   

A brief silence. 

Receive our prayers, O warm-hearted God: 
In you we put our trust. 

We pray for all who have contracted COVID-19, for those who are bowed down by trials of any 
kind, for those who face natural disasters, for those whose suffering is known only to you. 
Comfort those who feel desolate. Give health and wholeness to all who suffer.  

A brief silence. 

Receive our prayers, O benevolent God: 
In you we put our trust. 

Praying also for ourselves, we ask your Spirit to accompany us through each wilderness that we 
must endure. Hear now the desires of our hearts. 

A longer period of silence. 

Receive our prayers, O tender and mighty God: 
In you we put our trust. 

Into your hands, O God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy, through 
your beloved Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
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THE LORD’S PRAYER 

GREETING OF THE PEACE 
Please remember Holy Trinity with your offerings 

Offering Prayer 
O God, 
receive these gifts as you receive us: 
like a mother receives her child, with arms open wide. 
Nourish us anew in your tender care, 
and empower us in faithful service 
to tend to others with this same love, 
through Jesus Christ, our saving grace. 
Amen. 

Blessing 
God the creator strengthen you;  
Jesus the beloved fill you; 
and the Holy Spirit the comforter ☩ keep you in peace. 
Amen. 

Dismissal 
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
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"When We Are Tested" by Ruth Duck, text c. 1996 Hope Publishing Co., used with 
permission under OneLicense OneLicense #A729064. Music: Public domain. 

"To You, O God" (Psalm 25), text and music by Marty Haugen, c. 1990 by GIA 
Publications. Used with permission under OneLicense OneLicense #A729064. 
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