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INVOCATION 
Blessed be God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 
whose forgiveness is sure 
and whose steadfast love endures forever. 
Amen. 
 
Greeting 
 
Prayer of the Day 
Almighty God, you gave us your only Son to take on our human nature and to illumine the 
world with your light. By your grace adopt us as your children and enlighten us with your Spirit, 
through Jesus Christ, our Redeemer and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 
 
WORD 

Isaiah 52:7-10 

 7How beautiful upon the mountains 
  are the feet of the messenger who announces peace, 
 who brings good news, 
  who announces salvation, 
  who says to Zion, “Your God reigns.” 
 8Listen! Your sentinels lift up their voices, 
  together they sing for joy; 
 for in plain sight they see 
  the return of the LORD to Zion. 
 9Break forth together into singing, 
  you ruins of Jerusalem; 
 for the LORD has comforted his people, 
  he has redeemed Jerusalem. 
 10The LORD has bared his holy arm 
  before the eyes of all the nations; 
 and all the ends of the earth shall see 
  the salvation of our God. 
 

GOSPEL: John 1:1-14 

1In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2He was 
in the beginning with God. 3All things came into being through him, and without him not one 
thing came into being. What has come into being 4in him was life, and the life was the light of 
all people. 5The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it. 
  6There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7He came as a witness to testify to 
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the light, so that all might believe through him. 8He himself was not the light, but he came to 
testify to the light. 9The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. 
  10He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world did not 
know him. 11He came to what was his own, and his own people did not accept him. 12But to all 
who received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become children of God, 13who 
were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God. 
  14And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of 
a father’s only son, full of grace and truth. 
 

SERMON: “The Light Shines…”      Pastor Nancy Raabe 
 
PRAYERS  

Joining our voices with the song of the angels, let us pray for the church, the world, and all who 
are in need. 

A brief silence. 

God of glory, you bring your word to birth among us. As you spoke through prophets and 
ancestors, empower your church to proclaim your name with boldness and tenderness, that 
your salvation is revealed to all the ends of the earth. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
You founded the earth and the heavens are the work of your hands. Protect the beauty of 
mountains and valleys. Save glaciers, tundra, and arctic lands from the threat of changing 
climates. Sustain all things by your powerful word. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
You send messengers to announce peace. Build trust among nations. Strengthen relationships 
that reach beyond borders. Grant safety to ambassadors, relief workers, military personnel, and 
health care providers who travel across the world. Reveal your redemption through their work. 
Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
You bring hope to all people. Bring wholeness to all who long for your comfort and 
companionship. Revive aching spirits and restore tired bodies. Bring healing and wholeness to 
all who long for mercy, especially:  
 
Barb Anderson  Jerry Usgaard  Joy Prochazka   Jeri Goss   Denny Woelffer   
Kayla German   Diane Ray   Bernard Ray      Richard Chadwick   Dinah Galston  Mary Sanford    
Deb Stensaas    Eric Stensaas   Darin Wiebe    Kristin Wehking   Karen Knapton   
Dorothy Renforth  Lyliane Browne  Michelle Elfers, and the family of Betty Madaus 
 
Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
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You are the fullness of grace and truth. Bless ministries of generosity in this congregation and 
community. Open our doors in welcome, extend our tables to guests, and send us out with 
provisions for those who lack food, water, shelter, clothing, or companionship.  
Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
Your throne, O God, is forever and ever. Claim us as your children in this life and in the next. 
Encourage us by the witness of the saints across the ages who have testified to your light and 
life, especially those in our community who have died in 2020, including Ron Schaap, Gladys 
Woelffer, Richard Goss, Diane Leistikow and Betty Madaus.   
Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
O God, our Savior, dwell within us; make us your home, and receive the prayers of our hearts. 

Amen. 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 

GREETING OF THE PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you all! 
And also with you. 

Please remember Holy Trinity with your offerings 
 
Music for Meditation: “Your Little Ones, Dear Lord, Are We”           Setting by Nancy Raabe 
           Sandi Brewer and Wendy Franke, vocals 

Offering Prayer 
Generous God, 
you have created all that is, 
and you provide for us in every season. 
Bless all that we offer, 
that through these gifts the world will receive your blessing. 
In the name of Jesus, Emmanuel, we pray. 
Amen. 

Blessing 
Almighty God, 
who sent the Holy Spirit to Mary, 
proclaimed joy through the angels, 
sent the shepherds with good news, 
and led the magi by a star, 
bless you this day ☩ through the Word made flesh. 
Amen. 
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Dismissal 
Go in peace. Share the gift of Jesus. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
All music and texts reprinted with permission  

under OneLicense #A729064 and CCLI License #206385 
 
 
NO DRIVE-IN SERVICE on Sunday, December 27. Pastor Raabe, Carol, Larry, and our ushers are 
getting a much-needed vacation week. A message by Bishop Joy Mortenson-Wiebe will be 
posted in place of our regular online service.  


