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Christ is risen! He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 

My brother Brian claims to have total recall. He can even tell me what I was 

wearing in any given episode when we were children. To me this seems more of a curse 

than a blessing. But there have been times when I wondered why I couldn’t remember 

more about the past. Then out of the blue, a phrase, or an image, or a smell causes a 

vivid memory to bubble up to the surface. Some scientists say we don’t actually forget 

anything, that once long-term memories are established they are stored in the brain as 

groups of neurons that can be triggered to fire together in the same pattern that 

created the original experience. It’s just that some of these memories, for various 

reasons, become harder to access without that trigger.  

This is what happened to the women at the tomb in Luke’s gospel. Jesus had told 

them and all his followers again and again what would be happening to him—that as he 

said, “The Son of Man must suffer greatly and be rejected by the elders, the chief 

priests, and the scribes, and be killed and on the third day be raised.” But in the shock of 

what looked like the awful finality of Jesus’ death on the cross, the women had 

forgotten all about what he’s said.  

 Early on Sunday morning they headed to the cave where Jesus had been laid. 

They were laden with spices to anoint him for his burial. The women knew a large 
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boulder had been placed across the entrance so that no one could tamper with the 

body.  

But what they found is not what they were expecting. The boulder had been 

pushed aside, the cave stood wide open and Jesus’ body was missing. The women had 

no idea what to make of this. What now?  

Just at that moment messengers from God appear. What the angel first says, 

“Why do you look for the living among the dead?” could have been the trigger that gets 

them to remember what Jesus said. The angel has to get more specific: “Remember how 

he told you that the Son of Man must be handed over to sinners, and be crucified, and 

on the third day rise again.” This isn’t a question, it’s a command.  

Suddenly they do remember, and in that instant I think they understand 

everything about Jesus. In great excitement they hurry back to the main group with the 

big news. But the disciples wave it off as nonsense. An idle tale. What could women 

possibly know? It’s clear they don’t remember Jesus’ words either. The disciples see 

nothing to celebrate. All they know is that Jesus is dead. Even Peter, who runs back to 

see, doesn’t get it. Their pride, their haughtiness, their dismissive attitude toward the 

women keeps them from believing.  

Whom do you choose to believe, and why? Do you believe the televangelists who 

tell you that God’s will for you is to be wealthy, and that if you aren’t, it’s because your 

faith is weak (and that you should therefore send them more money)? Do you believe 

those self-righteous folks who tell you that the bad breaks you’ve suffered are all your 

fault and worse yet, that you deserve them? Do you believe people who say they are 



 3 

Christian but consistently behave ways that are the complete opposite of all that Jesus 

said and taught? 

Well, this very day provides us with what I think is a foolproof yardstick for 

determining whether someone is worth believing. Just ask yourself this: Is what they 

have said or done consistent with the resurrection of God in Jesus Christ? That is: Does 

it reveal the truth of the resurrection? Does it demonstrate the acceptance that, in 

those shattering moments in which Jesus’ lifeless body was raised to new life, a seismic 

shift in the universe took place? That matter was transformed, atoms and molecules 

rearranged, so that Jesus, who was really, truly dead, now lives forever in his 

resurrection body, fully alive? That the future of creation and the triumph of love has 

been telescoped into the present as a reality in our everyday lives? That God’s kingdom 

of love is open for business and we are welcomed in? That the rule of love has replaced 

the law of condemnation? That sin can no longer oppress us, guilt can no longer choke 

us, death can no longer terrify us? That this frees us to live as people created out of the 

heart of God’s love and fashioned in the very image of the triune God, as Genesis 1 tells 

us? Does this understanding lie at the heart of what person has said or done?  

If you can say “Yes” to any of this, then believe – for the truth of God in Christ 

lives in that person, just as it did in the women at the tomb.  On this crowning day of the 

church year, let us celebrate that God’s tomorrow has taken up residence in humanity 

today. Rejoice, give thanks, and live. 

 Now let’s tell this miraculous story of salvation to each other in song. Amen.  


