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ANNUAL MEETING on JANUARY 26: COME ONE, COME ALL! 
 
Your Church Council has devised a new approach for the Annual Meeting 
that we are certain will guarantee better attendance. Plus, we will all 
have a good time together in the process! Here’s how it will work: 
 

• One service that morning at 10 a.m. No Sunday School that day. 
We welcome your young ones in church.  

• Immediately after the service we will move from the sanctuary to the fellowship hall for a 
potluck. All are invited to bring a dish to share—main, side, salad, dessert. Leave it in the 
kitchen when you arrive.  

• The meeting will take place as we are finishing our meal. No need to move—just stay put.  
• Children’s activities will be provided during the meeting, so parents may participate.  

 
Please know that this will not be a boring business meeting! Instead, the Annual Meeting is a 
time to celebrate the past year together, to honor those who have served as leaders, to share 
news of our Synod, especially concerning the upcoming about the Bishop election, and most 
importantly to hear from you. What is going well and not so well? What should we do more of, 
less of? What should our projects should be for 2020? What goals we should set for this new year 
and beyond?  
 
Three Council seats are up for election. Please let Pastor Raabe know ahead of time if you’d like 
to be on the ballot; nominations can also be taken from the floor. And if you think the terms 
should be two years instead of three—propose an amendment to that effect. A major topic will 
also be our 2020 budget, but again we are trying hard to keep it compelling. The budget will be 
presented this time in “narrative” form as we invite the numbers to tell the story of life at Holy 
Trinity.  
 
PLEASE plan to attend. Worship, eat, visit, learn, and cultivate hope. We are not asking for 
signups for the potluck because we trust that the Holy Spirit will work everything out. Drinks, 
coffee, and bread or rolls will be provided.  
 
May God bless us and grant us a glad new year as we rejoice in his service. 
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PASTOR’S COLUMN: “Shine in my heart, Lord Jesus” 
 
These are the closing words of the refrain to a beloved hymn 
that we will sing at our Annual Meeting on January 26, “I 
Want to Walk as a Child of the Light.” The text was written 50 
years ago by Kathleen Thomerson, a retired Lutheran organist 
and music director who lives in Austin, Texas. 
 
Refrain 
 In him there is no darkness at all. 
 The night and the day are both alike. 
 The Lamb is the light of the city of God. 
 Shine in my heart, Lord Jesus. 
 
This past Sunday we celebrated the Epiphany of Our Lord (a day early; it actually falls on January 
6) as we marked the coming of Christ’s light into the world. We sang several hymns about light 
and pondered the meaning of the strange story of the magi, also known as the “wise men,” who 
followed a bright star some 1,000 miles to the place where Jesus lay. 
 
As I pondered the light of Christ, it occurred to me that it is unlike any other light we know. Light 
as we usually think of it comes from a source—a flame, a bulb, the sun, a mysterious moving 
star—that radiates outward and illuminates the surrounding world. But consider this: Christ, the 
Word who was with God from the very beginning, was also light from the very beginning: “…in 
him was life, and the life was the light of all people” (John 1:4). And the darkness was no match 
for this light: “The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it” (John 1:5).  
 
The light shines—in present tense! We all experience caverns of darkness in our hearts: The pain 
of loss, grief that will not subside; anxiety about the present, uncertainty about the future; stress, 
doubt, disappointment, discouragement. But in the midst of darkness Christ’s light continues to 
shines. What if we were to hear Kathleen Thomerson’s words not as prayer for light to come into 
our hearts, but for us to grow in our awareness of the light that is already there? If we could, that 
would gain us the confidence in Christ, who is our hope. This is powerfully expressed in the stanza 
of yet another hymn written by a woman:  
 
1  Jesus Christ, my sure defense 
And my Savior, now is living! 
Knowing this, my confidence 
Rests upon the hope here given, 
Though the night of death be fraught 
Still with many an anxious thought. 

(Luise Henriette, Electress of Brandenburg, ca. 1650) 
 
“Come, Holy Spirit Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your people, and kindle in them the fire of 
your love.”  Amen.  
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HELP! 
 
As we move into a new year, prayerfully consider ways in which your special gifts and abilities 
may be put to service for the life of our community. Areas of special need include: 
 

• Sunday School—we always need more teachers. The greater the number, the more we 
will be able to rotate weeks so you may alternate teaching and being in worship. Get to 
know our children. What’s more fun than that?  
 

• Technology—PowerPoint for worship services; audio-
visual; social media. Who wants to start an Instagram 
account for Holy Trinity?  
 

• Membership database—Fine-tune our membership 
list to represent more accurately those who are 
active members (those who have given or attended worship in the current or previous 
calendar year). 
 

• Hospitality—Prepare gifts and organize printed materials for visitors and new members; 
brainstorm ways to reach out into the community. Hospitality doesn’t just take place 
within our walls; it’s an expression of Jesus’ commandment to love our neighbor.  
 

• Nursery—staff the Sunshine Room during worship, as needed, ideally on a rotating basis. 
A well-run nursery is one of the signs of a living church. At present we have a great space 
but no people to run it. 
 

• Be a warm and engaging greeter or usher. These folks are of utmost importance. They are 
among the first smiles and personal conversations once a guest is out of their car. World-
class hospitality is essential. A bored, untrained or distracted greeter might ensure your 
guest does not return; an usher who is talking to his or her buddies and doesn’t make eye 
contact, or who fails to notice when help is needed, can affect a guest’s experience. 
Nothing is too small to pay attention to! 
 

• And if you are really ambitious, initiate a “Ministry of 
Greeting” with teams of greeters and regular meetings 
to share stories and compare notes. Who wants to get 
this going?  
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. . . . to run for Church Council! 
 
I am excited to let you know about opportunities for Holy Trinity 
members to guide us into the new year and beyond. At the Annual Meeting on January 26 we will 
be holding elections for three Council seats. This may be just the chance you’ve been waiting for 
to find out what is really going on here, to locate your purpose in this congregation, and to 
exercise your gifts for creativity and leadership. Or, if you have strong feelings about how things 
are going or how you think they should be going, then step right up: This is the place for you. 
 
Election to the Congregation Council carries with it the respect and trust of your constituency, the 
entire membership of Holy Trinity. The value of your willingness to make a contribution to our life 
is significant and appreciated. 
 
Your gift of time and service draws on your expertise, enthusiasm and energy. Serving in this way 
means that you are a member in good standing, that you regularly attend worship, and that you 
are involved in congregational life. It means that you commit yourself to discover through prayer 
and discernment what is best for this congregation. You assist the pastor in nurturing the spiritual 
life of the congregation. You are a leadership presence and a conduit for conveying member 
comments and concerns to the Council. Officers, including President, Vice-President and 
Secretary, assume additional responsibilities that are critical to good order of the church. 
 
Please speak with me or write to pastor@holytrinity-marshall.com if this sparks the desire in you 
to serve in this way.      
 
Yours in hope, Pastor Raabe 

 
 
 

CHURCH NEWS 
 

Annual Meeting: Our very important Annual Meeting will take place on Sunday January 26, 2020 
following ONE WORSHIP SERVICE at 10:00 am. All members are expected to attend! We are 
sweetening the deal for you this year with the meeting while we enjoy a potluck meal together. 
There will also be plenty of kids’ activities. We will elect three new council members and consider 
shortening Council terms to two years from the current three.  
 
The Holy Trinity Women’s Book Group will resume meeting at the parsonage on January 6 and 
again on January 20 to continue their discussions of the book It's Not Supposed to Be This Way 
by Lysa TerKeurst.   
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Vande Walle’s candy bars are back! They can be purchased at Wednesday or Sunday services, or 
whenever the office is open. They are $1.00 each, or pick up a tote for $40.00 to sell to your 
family, friends, and coworkers.    
 
Electronic Giving: Please consider giving electronically. It saves you effort in bringing weekly 
offering envelopes, it saves us money on the cost of those envelopes, and it helps us all to stay on 
track with giving through all seasons of the year. On your smartphone, just go to the App Store or 
Google Play to download the free “GivePlus Church” app and follow the instructions. There you 
can designate not only the amount but the time frame (monthly, weekly), plus you can go back in 
and change the amount of your gift anytime. You can also do one-time giving by text message by 
texting 608-709-0483. After you enter your information, simply put the dollar amount in the 
message line and press Send.  

Pastor’s Weekly Coffee Hour Thursdays at 12 noon. Following a short 
break, Pastor Raabe will again begin hosting a weekly coffee hour 
starting January 2 at Paradiddle’s Café in Waterloo, 1003 N. Monroe 
Street. Reconnect with members, make new friends. Bring your ideas, 
hopes, and dreams for Holy Trinity, or let’s just solve the world’s   

                                                  problems together.                       
 
NOTE:  The church is now locked after office hours.  If you need to get in at another time, please 
call the church office to make arrangements.   
 
Sunday worship helpers (greeters, ushers, lectors, communion assistants) are always needed.   
There’s a sign-up sheet on the bulletin board, along with one for snacks and coffee-making for 
each service.  
 
Offering Envelopes  If you are giving electronically and no longer wish to receive weekly offering 
envelopes, please e-mail htcstaff@holytrinity-marshall.com and let us know that; otherwise you 
will continue to receive them.  Thank you. 
 
Thrivent Choice Dollars -- Attention all Thrivent members: You are now required to register for 
Thrivent Choice annually.  If you are a Thrivent customer, Thrivent Choice Dollars have been 
accumulating throughout the year. Please direct Choice Dollars several times during the year to 
Holy Trinity Lutheran Church by simply following these steps: 
 

1.  Visit Thrivent.com/thriventchoice 
2. Click on “Choice Dollars” and log in 
3. Search for Holy Trinity Lutheran Church, Marshall 
4. Click on “Direct Now” or 
5. Call the Thrivent Member Center at  800-847-4836 
 

When prompted say “Thrivent Choice”, then say “Choice Dollars,” and a representative will 
process your request. 
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Electronic newsletter   To save paper, you may prefer to receive this 
newsletter electronically if you do not already. Just e-mail 
htcstaff@holytrinity-marshall.com and let us know that.  
 
Your Parsonage   All Holy Trinity members are warmly invited to use the 
parsonage at 224 Howard Street for church-related gatherings, whether one-time or ongoing.  
 
The fellowship hall is available for parties and gatherings    Please call the church office at  
655-4246 (or email the office at htcstaff@holytrinity-marshall.com) with the date and time you 
are interested in reserving and we’ll get back to you.  There is a $25 fee per event to Holy Trinity 
members for reservations booked after November 1st .   
 
Our web site, holytrinitymarshall.com, is regularly updated with all the latest news and 
information that you might need. Please use it and write to us with suggestions.  
 

 
Coming Up at Holy Trinity 

 
*AA meetings are held every Tuesday evening at 7:30 pm.  
 
*Coffee with Pastor at Paradiddle’s on Thursdays at NOON, beginning January 2. 
 
*Sunday School resumes on January 5. 
 
*The Women’s Book Group meets at the parsonage on Monday, January 6 and 20 at 6:30.  
 
*January confirmation classes resume on January 8 at 5:15 pm. 
 
WELCA meets on Tuesday January 14 at 1:00 pm.  All women of Holy Trinity are invited. 
 
Church Council meets at 6:00 pm on Tuesday January 14 at 6:00 pm  Members of Holy Trinity 
are invited to attend any meeting. 
 
Quilting Day is Saturday January 18 from 9:00-3:00.  Come and join in this ministry; all skill levels 
are welcome.  Stay all day or only part if you wish.  Extra sewing machines are available.  A great 
time to make quilts and join in some fellowship. 
 
Engaging the Texts takes place at the parsonage on Monday January 20 at 2:30. 
 
Quilt Tying will be held at 1:00 pm on Tuesday January 21. 
 
One service only at 10:00 am on Sunday January 26, followed by a potluck and the Annual 
Meeting.  Please plan to attend.  NO Sunday School this date. 



 7 

The January Second Harvest Food Bank will be Friday January 31 from 2:00-4:30 pm.  This 
ministry provides much-needed food to area families and is open and available to all people.  
Volunteers are always needed for the following, so come help out and bring a friend: 

• 12:30 pm       Unload the Second Harvest truck; all food is moved by hand jack (we are 
 especially in need of someone to help with this) 

•  1:30 pm        Set up food for distribution 
•  2:00-4:30 pm  Distribute food 
•  4:30 pm            Break down boxes, move pallets, and vacuum carpets 

 
Registration for recipients begins at 1:00 pm. There will be limited seating in the narthex between 
1:00 and 2:00 pm; otherwise, church doors open at 2:00 pm. 
 
Second Harvest has released new rules for those who volunteer:  If in need, volunteers are 
permitted to receive food from the mobile food pantry. They must follow the same intake 
process, take the same volume as other guests and receive no preferential treatment. They may 
act as a proxy for someone in need. Volunteers are to assist with the distribution of food and 
then at the end of the distribution join in the line as guests, following the same intake process 
and taking the same amount of food as all guests are permitted.  
 
Upcoming Second Harvest Food dates are February 28, March 27, April 24l, and May 29. 
 

 
 

Council Highlights – December 10, 2019 
 
Discussion on the 2020 budget:  

• Pastor would prefer a "Narrative Budget" which presents the story of how we live and 
work together and do ministry to the church, the world, and all those in need. 

• Discussion on how to prepare a budget, not knowing what the income will be. Pledge Card 
Sunday (Jan. 12) will be too late for budget purposes.  

• Question on whether to keep the WiFi at the parsonage. Pastor appreciates having it for 
the time she spends there, it and the hope is that, as more groups use the parsonage, it 
will be seen as an asset.  
 

Annual Report: Pastor is still seeking individual reports. The deadline of January 5 was given.  
 
Second Harvest: A meeting was held at the fire station to see whether that might be potential 
site for Second Harvest; unsure whether this would work. We will pursue further with the fire 
station/EMS personnel. If it was to ge there, the Methodist church lunch could not take place.  
 
Financials: 

• The parsonage water bill for November is roughly what was expected.  
• A worrisome trend is that the building fund had been down in August, September, and 

October. We hope this does not continue.   
• The $1,000 budgeted for mission support to the Synod still has not been paid. 
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Jack Erb presented information on the Endowment fund. There is $25,457.28 in the fund now. 
Memorial fund is reported on quarterly; $2,371.55. The next one will be in early January for 
December 30. We still have $3,500 at the Credit Union locally for emergency funds. Cash in 
account at bank was closed and moved over to Edward Jones because the interest rate is better. 
Jack would like to more people to know how the church can be a beneficiary in their will or from 
life insurance or inheritance. 
 
The Council recommends switching our insurance policy from Grinnell to Church Mutual. The 
move will be carried through in January.     
 
 

YOUR CHURCH COUNCIL 
 

President     [Vacant] 
Barb Anderson, Vice President  608-655-8090, pmohrmann3031@charter.net 
Kayla German, student rep.   608-655-4422, kaylgerm@marshallschools.org 
John Baneck     608-512-5947, baneckj@ayresassociates.com 
George Socha     608-770-1745, gsochasr@gmail.com                      
Susy Pawl     608-655-3437, susypsnuffles@gmail.com 
Cheri Harwood    608-469-2142 mac9harw@gmail.com 
Richard Tooley    608-235-8482  tooleyr@charter.net 
 

 

 
 

COMMUNITY NEWS 
 
RSVP Driver Services Program in the Marshall/Cottage Grove area urgently needs drivers.  If 
you are interested and/or need more information, please contact Mary Schmelzer at 608-441-
7896 or mschmelzer@rsvpdane.org. 
 
Marshall-Waterloo Food Pantry  The Marshall/Waterloo Food Pantry is located in the lower level 
at 117 E. Madison Street (Hwy. 19) in Waterloo.  (Please use the door in the alley.)  People may 
visit the food pantry once each month. Hours are Wednesdays from noon-1:00PM and again 
Wednesday evenings from7:008:00 PM.  Saturday hours are from 9:00-10:00 AM.  
 
FoodShare Helpline 877-366-3635  Many individuals and families are struggling to make ends 
meet. FoodShare Wisconsin may be able to see your food budget stretch further.  This Program is 
for anyone with low or no income. It includes working people or those receiving Social Security, 
SSWI, SSDI, or Unemployment.  Call the FoodShare Helpline today to complete a confidential pre-
screening and make an appointment for free application assistance. 
 
Cold weather season is here sooner than we expected.  Do you need help paying your energy 
bill?  The Wisconsin Home Energy Plus Program may be able to help with winter heating bills.  
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Find out if you qualify by calling Wisconsin Home Energy Plus Program at 1-866-432-8947 OR in 
Dane County call Madison phone 267-8601. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Our thanks and gratitude to those who gave so much of their energy and time in December for 
the sake of this body of Christ!  These include our secretary Kathy Schluter, our organists Carol 
Johnson-Hohol and Candy Lauby, Richard Tooley for leading worship in Pastor Raabe’s absence, 
Altar Guild members, those serving on Council or other leadership teams, Women of the ELCA, 
our faithful Sunday School staff for their work with our youth preparing them for the Christmas 
programs and especially to Kathy Deneen (along with Tim’s help) and the WELCA ladies for 
making a “Night in Bethlehem” happen once again.  A shout-out to everyone who helped clean 
up after the programs. Thanks to the musicians who provided beautiful music.  Once again thanks 
to all who took part in decorating Holy Trinity and the parsonage.  Many thanks to our hard-
working Second Harvest Food Bank volunteers. Thank you to our Property Committee for all the 
work they do to maintain the church and parsonage.  Thanks to everyone  who brought 
donations for the high school food pantry, prepared the newsletter for mailing, ordered supplies 
and cleaned the church, watered the plants, kept track of church finances, counted money, took 
photographs, brewed coffee and provided weekly snacks, baked bread for communion, provided 
assistance at worship such as ushering, reading, or helping with communion, put information in 
the Courier, handled fellowship hall rentals, and took out trash.  
 
Thanks to Pastor Raabe and family for sponsoring the Holy Trinity Open House.  A good time was 
had by all. 
 
Apologies to those who may have been missed.                                                                                                                                                                                      
Know that each and every one of you is very much appreciated! 
 
 
Contact the church office at 608-655-4246 or htcstaff@holytrinity-marshall.com 
--To schedule weddings, baptisms, or other events 
--If your name is spelled incorrectly, your address has changed (post office charges church when 
things are sent to an old address), you no longer wish to receive the church newsletter, or you 
wish to have the newsletter e-mailed to you 
--Especially to let us know if a member of your family is admitted to the hospital or a nursing 
   home or will be needing surgery 
--You know someone who is a shut-in and would like a visit from the pastor 
--A baby arrives in your family 
--A death occurs in your family 
--You know of someone to be added to the prayer list 
--A member of your family is deployed 
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--You need a ride to worship or a church event  
 
 
Pastoral Care   Please do not hesitate to contact Pastor Raabe for any pastoral need, particularly 
if you are ill or must go into the hospital. She wants nothing more than to be present with you in 
person or in prayer. If you are hospitalized, upon admission, please be sure to say you are a 
member at Holy Trinity and we will be notified. Also, please call the office if you would like to 
receive a home visit with Holy Communion. This is an important part of our ministry! 
 

 
HOLY TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH 

Staff office hours: Monday-Thursday, 9:00am – 12:00noon 
Note: Church is now locked when the office is not open. 

 
 
Kathy Schluter, office staff  htcstaff@holytrinity-marshall.com 

Pastor Nancy Raabe e-mail  pastor@holytrinity-marshall.com 

Pastor Nancy Raabe phone         (614)-214-2639 (cell), call or text; home, 608-839-0322 

Web site    www.holytrinitymarshall.com 

 
Find us on Facebook and keep up with all the news! 
 
 

 
 
 

Happy 2020! 
 

 
 

 


