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There are lots of reasons people come to church. I hope one is that you want to 

discover more about what it means to live as God’s people. 

 In our baptism the triune God delivers us from the forces of evil, puts to death 

our sinful self, gives us new birth, adopts us as children, and makes us members of the 

body of Christ. In his resurrection Jesus frees us from the power of death. No longer are 

our lives ruled by fear. We are free to be fully loved by God and to love fully in return.  

How do we live this out in a world that is increasingly complex and confusing? 

Well, it’s much easier than you might think. Because the life to which Jesus calls us, 

which t we call the kingdom of God, operates on only one principle: That of love. All you 

need to do is remember the new commandment Jesus gives to his disciples: “Just as I 

have loved you, you also should love one another.” All you need is love.  

Each of Jesus’ parables tells us something about what the kingdom of God is like, 

from the perspective of being in a world where the opposite forces are at work—power, 

money, greed. Because of this each parable has a hidden twist or surprise. Today’s is 

amazing and delightful. We can sum it up this way:  
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The kingdom of God is like a man who, caught up in the forces of the world, at a 

moment of crisis uses the situation in which he finds himself to repair injustice, build 

bridges, and restore God’s kingdom of love.  

The overarching premise in Luke is that wealth is bad because it creates 

inequality. Wealth privileges those who have it with excessive benefits and denies these 

to those who don’t have wealth. This creates inequality, which gives rise to an 

imbalance of power, which leads to the oppression and exploitation of the poor. It takes 

more and more money to stay in power, this drive replaces God as the goal of life—the 

object of ultimate concern.  This is what Amos is so furious about in our first reading, 

how the outrageously wealthy ruling class of his time was getting even richer by 

constantly scheming to exploit the poor.     

 This is just how the world works, isn’t it? Wealth inequality – measuring not 

annual income but a family’s net worth, or total assets -- has become a staggering 

problem in our nation. In less than 20 years the top 1 percent of Americans have 

increased their total net worth by $21 trillion, while the bottom 50 percent of people 

saw their net worth decrease by $900 billion. So if we agree that money is power, that 

gives you a graphic picture of what is happening to the ideal of democracy in America. 

 Here in our parable, though, Jesus is not denouncing wealth but modeling for us 

a way to embrace God’s kingdom in the world in which we live.  

 The central figure here is a rich man to whom a lot of people owe money. His 

wealth is great enough to require a household manager to keep track of it all. The 
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trouble is that this manger has not faithful. He’s been skimming some off the top for his 

own purposes. We don’t know why; maybe he’s got a gambling habit, or he’s trying to 

make a nest egg for himself.  

In the meantime, the master has uncovered his manager’s scheme. He demands 

a full accounting of the books but already knows what they’ll show, so fires the manager 

in the same breath. Now the manager is in trouble. He begins to panic because he’s 

about to lose his job and possibly his nest egg. So he takes it upon himself to invite 

everyone who owes his master money to come and have their debts reduced. You owe 

100? Make it 50. You owe 100? Make it 80.  

Here is the first surprise. You’d think the master would be furious. No – he 

commends the manager! Here’s why. First, these are huge sums in the currency of the 

time. Chances are none of the debtors been able to repay in full debt, so this way the 

manager ensures that his master will recover at least some of the loans. Second, he’s 

making new friends for himself with every loan that is reduced. These people are 

probably saying, “Thank you so much! Is there anything I can do for you? Anything! Just 

name it!” and the manager will say, “Yes. You can give me a place to live and a roof over 

my head because I’m about to be thrown out into the street without a dime to my 

name.” You can bet these people are lining up to invite him in.  

No wonder the master praises his manager for being shrewd. Not only will they 

both come out ahead, but the manager is using wealth to help repair the divisions 

between rich and poor. And on top of that, the impact of this economic redistribution is 
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to build up the community of God’s people. The manager has made a lot of new friends 

among people that he would never have gotten to know otherwise.  

The twist is that this supposedly unfaithful manager is actually acting faithfully in 

a way that repair divisions within God’s kingdom. And when we come right down to it, 

isn’t all wealth dishonest? We don’t really have anything; everything in this life, 

including life itself, belongs to God. Everything we have is on loan from God, to be used 

for God’s praise and glory. If we start to think of possessions as “ours” versus “theirs,” 

we deny God’s ultimate ownership, create divisions among God’s people, and are 

tempted to forget about God altogether This is why Jesus keeps telling people to sell all 

their possessions if they want to follow him.  

Very few of us are in a position to do that. But what we can do is use what we 

have to correct economic imbalances and bridge social hierarchies, as the manager does 

in this parable. Those we used to consider outsiders – for the manager, the people who 

owed the rich man money – become the very ones we depend upon to welcome us -- 

not only in their homes in this life, but into the “eternal homes.” For that is how it will 

be in heaven. And why not seek heaven on earth? 

 Amen.  

 


