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Pastor’s Column 

Alleluia! Christ IS risen! 

 

On Easter Sunday, April 21, joyful Alleluias will once again fill the church. What are we praising? 
Only the biggest news the world has ever known: “JESUS WAS DEAD, AND NOW HE IS ALIVE!” 

“Gospel” means “good news.” The resurrection of Jesus is the ultimate piece of good news. It’s 
news because it really happened. It is not a myth or a fanciful tale. The many sources attesting 
to this actual event include Peter’s testimony in Acts 2:32 and the monumental history of the 
Jewish people under Roman rule compiled by Josephus. Written only decades after Jesus’ 
death, Josephus records the resurrection as a historical event like any other that he chronicles. 

Another indication that Jesus’ resurrection really happened was that, in all four Gospels, the 
empty tomb was discovered by women. At the time, women had low social standing and were 
never considered credible witnesses. If the Gospel writers were making this all up, wouldn't you 
think they would have assigned this critical part of the story to men?  J  

Jesus’ resurrection isn’t just news, it’s news that endures. It’s the only event in human history 
that continues to be news year after year, century after century. Why? Because everything that 
it means to be Christian rests on it. “If Christ has not been raised, then our proclamation has 
been in vain and your faith has been in vain,” Paul writes urgently in 1 Corinthians 15. The 
resurrection is the basis for the Christian life. It is the basis for the Christian witness. It is the 
basis for the all ministries of the Christ’s church on earth. 
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The resurrection isn’t just good, and good news, and enduring good news, but it’s the biggest 
news ever. Why? Because THIS CHANGES EVERYTHING. Death no longer has the last word; life 
does! The forces of fear that had kept humankind beaten up, locked down, and shut out are 
drained of their power by the victory of love and life. No longer do people need to cower 
behind material possessions because they’re terrified that’s all there is. No longer do 
individuals need to accumulate absurd amounts of money in order to build empires in which 
they crown themselves king, creating the illusion that they are in control of their destiny. No 
longer must the privileged grab ruthlessly for power and trample everyone who gets in the way.  

The resurrection affects how we live and how we die. Forgiven, loved, and free, we can now 
give ourselves for our neighbors and for life of the world. We can prepare for our own death in 
the certainty that, after falling asleep in Jesus (as scripture so lovingly puts it), we will wake in 
our new spiritual body (1 Corinthians 15:44) when all creation is taken up into God’s love. This 
Easter, don’t miss the chance to lift your voice chorus with those throughout the world as we 
sing:   

Jesus is risen and we shall arise! 
Give God the glory! Alleluia! 

 

 
 
Holy Week and Easter Schedule 
 

 Maundy Thursday, April 18 at 7 p.m. – Healing service with Holy Communion and 
footwashing; stripping of the altar  

 Good Friday, April 19 at 7 p.m. – Readings and hymns, Bidding Prayer, Procession of the 
Cross, and the Solemn Reproaches of the Cross, with choir 

 Easter Sunday, 8 and 10:30 a.m.: Festival Service of the Resurrection with choir and 
brass 

 Easter Sunday, 9 a.m.: Easter breakfast and Easter egg hunt 
 

 

Easter Choir is back! 

Lend your voice to our Easter Choir! All skills, voice ranges, and ages levels 
are welcome. We will sing on Palm Sunday, April 14 (9 a.m. only), Good 
Friday, April 19 (7 p.m.) and at both services on Easter morning.  

Rehearsals will be held on Thursday April 4 at 6:15 p.m., Sunday April 7 at 
4:30 p.m., and Thursday April 11 at 6:15 p.m. Please be present for at 

least two of these. There will be warmups at 8:30 a.m. on April 14, 6:30 p.m. on April 19, and 
7:30 a.m. on Easter morning. Music is available in advance, along with links to recordings as we 
find they’re available.  
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Traditions of Holy Week and Easter 

Family traditions remind us of who we are and where we come from. They knit us together and 
form us for the future. The same is true of religious practices. When it comes to traditions, in 
Western culture Easter is eclipsed by Christmas. But since Holy Week and Easter are the 
crowning days of the church year, it bears looking more deeply into why we do what we do. 
 

Maundy Thursday  

Thursday of Holy Week takes its name from the Latin 
word mandatum, or commandment. The term refers to the 
commandment given by Jesus at the Last Supper: “A new 
commandment I give to you, that you love one another: just as 
I have loved you, you also are to love one another.” 
Footwashing has become a traditional part of this service 
because Jesus insisted on washing the disciples’ feet at the Last 
Supper (John 13). Don’t be shy: Allowing one’s feet to be 
washed signifies your acceptace of Jesus’ humility and love.  
 

Good Friday 

Why is this the day of Jesus’ death called “good”? Not because Jesus’ death was necessary and 
thus good for the salvation of the world, but rather that in ancient church tradition the word 
was used to designate a day on which religious observance is held, rendering that day holy.   
 
It has become a popular tradition in Protestant churches to produce what is called a “Tenebrae” 
service on Good Friday (Latin for “darkness”), which includes elements of pageantry that play 
on the emotions. Here at Holy Trinity we follow the traditional pattern of worship for the day 
that is centered in Holy Scripture.  
 
Easter Egg Hunt 

Chocolate bunnies and Easter egg hunts are two of our most popular Easter traditions. The 
Easter egg hunt, and reference to bunnies, date back to pagan traditions spanning thousands of 
years. References to the ancient Teutonic goddess of springtime, Eostre, included the rabbit as 
a symbol of fertility because of their ability to multiply. Eggs similarly represent themes of new 
life, and thus the connection between bunnies and eggs was forged.  

As a symbol of life, the egg came to represent the resurrection of Jesus Christ in early churches. 
Medieval Christians would abstain from eating eggs as well as meat during Lent. Eggs laid 
during that time were often boiled to preserve them and were given as Easter gifts to children 
and servants, which is why our Easter egg hunts feature hard-boiled eggs. Some traditions claim 
that the Easter egg is symbolic of the resurrection of Jesus, with the shell of the egg 
representing the sealed tomb and cracking the shell representing the resurrection.  
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Peeps 

For many of us, Easter means candy, and no confection is as curious as the pop-culture Peeps. 
The line was founded more than 60 years ago by a Russian immigrant in Bethlehem, 
Pennsylvania. Indiana’s Valparaiso University has become famous for its annual “Peeps Shows” 
for which students build small shoebox dioramas featuring Peeps illustrating scenes from the 
Bible. Try your hand and bring it to church! For examples and ideas, see the photos on our 
Facebook page.  

 

Easter Choir is back! 

Lend your voice to our Easter Choir! All skills, voice ranges, and ages levels 
are welcome. We will sing on Palm Sunday, April 14 (9 a.m. only), Good 
Friday, April 19 (7 p.m.) and at both services on Easter morning.  

Rehearsals will be held on Thursday April 4 at 6:15 p.m., Sunday April 7 at 
4:30 p.m., and Thursday April 11 at 6:15 p.m. Please be present for at 

least two of these. There will be warmups at 8:30 a.m. on April 14, 6:30 p.m. on April 19, and 
7:30 a.m. on Easter morning. Music is available in advance, along with links to recordings as we 
find they’re available.  
 

Easter lilies for $7 each can be pre-ordered now for Easter morning, and may 
be designated in honor or memory of loved ones. Pick up a form on the 
Welcome Desk and leave it with cash or check in the offering plate or in the 
office. You may also call the church to place your order. All orders must be 
received by Monday, April 15.   
 
Stations of the Cross: The Liturgical Arts Team has prepared the “way of the cross” in our 
sanctuary of eight stations, telling the story of Jesus’ passion, that you may follow in meditation 
and prayer. Station begins at the right rear; continue around to the right for the remaining 
stations. You may come in anytime, day or night, to walk the Stations.  
 
Electronic Giving Fair April 7  
Did you know you can give to Holy Trinity not only via mobile app but also by text message? On 
Sunday, April 7 between services, Pastor Raabe and Council members will host an “Electronic 
Giving Fair” that will introduce you to these fun and easy ways to make regular or one-time 
gifts from your smart phone.  
 
To get started, search for “GivePlus Church” on the App Store or Google Play to download the 
app. When you open it for the first time, enter our church’s name. After you select us, we 
automatically become your home church. You can use all major 
debit/credit cards. Indicate whether you want to make it a recurring 
donation and at what interval. There’s even an option to help offset 
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processing fees that will otherwise be billed to us. We’ll tell you more about “GivePlus-Text” on 
April 7.  
 
NOTE:  If you are giving electronically and no longer wish to receive weekly offering 
envelopes, please e-mail Kathy at htcstaff@holytrinity-marshall.com and let her know that.  
Thank you. 
 
Electronic newsletter 
To save paper, you may prefer to receive this newsletter electronically if 
you do not already. Let the church know if you’d like to get it by email 
each month.  
 
YOUR Parsonage  
All Holy Trinity members are warmly invited to use the parsonage for church-related gatherings, 
whether one-time or ongoing. Those who are currently using it find it to be a warm and inviting 
place to be together. You have use of the full kitchen and all other amenities. Call the office to 
reserve your time and check out a key.  
 
The fellowship hall is available for parties and gatherings.  Please call the church office at 655-
4246 (or email the office at htcstaff@holytrinity-marshall.com) with the date and time you are 
interested in reserving and we’ll get back to you. 

 
Last Spaghetti Dinner announcement for 2019! 
If you’re reading this before March 31, don’t miss our Spaghetti Dinner and Silent Auction this 
Sunday from 11:30 a.m. – 2 p m.  We need everyone to come and bring along family and 
friends. We’re counting on you for your support! 
 
Confirmation Wall: We now have a wall dedicated to photos of our confirmands inside the 
double doors leading to the classrooms, starting with the Class of 2018. We also have a big 
photo album in the office of confirmation pictures going back decades. Ask Kathy Schluter or 
Pastor Raabe know if you’d like to look through it.   
 

 
 

Welcome to our new members! 
 
A very warm welcome to Josh and Sara Baysinger and daughter Cecilia (age 14 months), and 
Zach and Brittany Savignac and son Hudson (1 on March 15). Their photos are posted on the 
bulletin board in the narthex. We’ll feature the Ramminger family next month. We are so glad 
to have you all as brothers and sisters in Christ!   
 
Josh Baysinger is the Virtual Construction Manager at J.H. Findorff & Sons where he has worked 
for 12 years.  He is a graduate of Madison College in Madison, Wisconsin.  He enjoys hunting 
and fishing in his free time. Sara is an Epic Instructional Designer for SSM Health where she has 
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worked for four years. She is a graduate of St. Olaf College in Northfield, Minnesota.  She enjoys 
traveling, yoga, and crocheting. They welcomed daughter, Cecilia Kay, on January 26, 2018. 
They also have two Labrador retrievers, Maverick and Lola, and a rescue cat named Riley.   
 
Zach Savignac is Digital Marketing Analyst for Nancy's Notions. Brittany is an Operations 
Manager for CESA 10 Facilities Management. Their son Hudson celebrated his first birthday on 
March 15. The Savignacs enjoy traveling, attending music events and spending quality time with 
friends and family. 
 

 
 

Coming Up at Holy Trinity 
 
Maundy Thursday worship is at 7 p.m. on April 18. 
 
Good Friday worship is at 7 p.m. on April 19. 
 
Resurrection of Our Lord, Sunday, April 21: Services at 8 and 10:30 a.m.; Easter brunch and 
Easter egg hunt at 9 a.m. Sunday School will not be held that day. Candy is still needed for the 
Easter egg hunt; you may drop it off at church anytime.  
 
Women of the Bible beginner study group will meet every Tuesday in April at 6:15 pm at the 
parsonage (224 Howard St).  Just stop in and join the group and its discussions; each week 
focuses on a different Biblical character.  
 
AA meetings are held every Tuesday evening at 7:30 p.m.  
 
The Property Committee meets at church the first Monday of the month.  April’s meeting is 
set for Monday, April 1 at 7:00 p.m. All interested in helping to maintain our buildings and 
grounds are welcome.   
 
The Women of the ELCA (WELCA) meet the second Tuesday of every month. The April  
gathering is set for April 9 at 12:30 with “lunch out, invite a friend.”  There will be no Bible 
study on this date.  
 
DATE CHANGE due to Holy Week: Quilting Day will take place on Saturday April 13 from 9:00 
am-3:00 p.m.  This is a vital ministry of Holy Trinity and serves up some fun and fellowship. If 
you would like to join the Quilting Day group making quilts for Lutheran World Relief, just come 
and join in.  You can stay for the day or only part, as your schedule permits.  There are extra 
sewing machines available and all skill levels are welcome.  Contact Laurie Weisensel at (608) 
235-5759 if you need more information.  
 
The Church Council meets following the late service on the 2nd Sunday of the month.  April’s 
meeting will be Sunday April 14 at 11:30 a.m.  All Holy Trinity members are invited to attend 
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any meeting. Please contact Council President Elesa Kinder with questions you’d like the 
Council to address by the Monday prior to the meeting. 
 
Quilt Tying will take place on Tuesday April 16 at 1:00 p.m. at the church.   
To sew quilt tops at home, contact Linda Baldridge, 655-4178 or Laurie Weisensel, 235-5759. 
 
The April Second Harvest Food Bank will be Friday April 26 from 2:00-4:30 p.m.  This ministry 
provides much-needed food to area families and is open and available to all people.  Volunteers 
are always needed for the following, so come help out and bring a friend: 
 

• 12:30 p.m.       Unload the Second Harvest truck; all food is moved by hand jack (we are 
 especially in need of someone to help with this) 

• 1:30 p.m.        Set up food for distribution 
• 2:00-4:30 p.m.  Distribute food 
• 4:30 p.m.           Break down boxes, move pallets, and vacuum carpets 

 
Registration for recipients begins at noon. If inclement weather there will be limited seating in 
the narthex between 12:00 and 2:00 p.m.; otherwise. church doors open at 2:00 p.m.  
 
First Communion for our fifth graders will be held at the 10:30 service on April 28th.  Parents, 
please be faithful in having your children attend Sunday School each week in preparation for 
this important milestone in their Christian life.  First Communion students are: Chiara Chadwick, 
Drew Chadwick, Alexis Cox, Diana Machorro, Logan Moen, and Hannah Stensven. 
 
Confirmation Sunday is May 19 at the 9 a.m. service. Please be present to support and 
congratulate our fine class of confirmands this year!  
 

You can check out church events and schedules on the up-to-date calendar at 
 www.holytrinitymarshall.com.  Share comments or suggestions for the website  

with Kathy Schluter or Pastor Raabe. 
 

 
 
Altar Flowers: Having fresh flowers on the altar is a welcome reminder of the beauty of God’s 
creation in the midst of our worship. You may order locally or bring your own. Please let the 
office know by the Monday before they are to be used if you would like to include that 
information in that week’s bulletin a dedication in honor or in memory of someone or 
something.  
 
Holy Trinity online: Visit our web site at www.holytrinitymarshall.com, and follow us on 
Facebook, to stay abreast of up-to-the-minute church news.  If you’re new to Facebook, type 
HolyTrinityLutheranChurchWI into the search bar, and click “Like” when our page pops up. 
Send news and photos to the office for posting. You can give us a rating there and on our 
Google Business page.  
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Our Prayer Team consists of many dedicated “prayer warriors.” Please let us know if you would 
like to add yourself or someone else to that list of those prayed for, or if you would like to 
become a Holy Trinity prayer warrior yourself. Prayer requests may also be put in the box in the 
narthex. Please allow us to support you or your loved ones in this way. 
 
Sunday Worship helpers (greeters, ushers, lectors, communion assistants) are also needed.  
There’s a sign-up sheet on the bulletin board, and one for snacks and coffee-making for each 
service.  

 
 

Council Highlights – March 24, 2019 
 

• We ended February with a slight negative balance in the checkbook. Mortgage 
payments are on schedule.  

• The Council is working to create a viable list of active members, meaning those who 
have given or attended in the current or two previous years, to save on newsletter and 
offering envelope costs. Twenty-one names of those who haven’t given or attended in 
the past five years were moved to the “inactive member” list.  

• The long-range viability of the 10:30 a.m. service was discussed, given that the 
attendance has been so low (or sometimes zero).  

• A meeting for Sunday School teachers and parents to discuss curriculum and plan for 
next year will be held April 7 at 11:30 a.m.   

• A yearly performance review for Pastor Raabe will be conducted soon by the Council.  
 

YOUR CHURCH COUNCIL 
 

Elesa Kinder, President    608-333-2238, elesa.kinder@gmail.com 
Barb Anderson, Vice President  608-655-8090, pmohrmann3031@charter.net 
Kayla German, student rep   608-655-4422, kaylgerm@marshallschools.org 
John Baneck     608-512-5947, baneckj@ayresassociates.com 
George Socha     608-770-1745, gsochasr@gmail.com                     
Chad Chadwick                                                    608-395-7161, chadchadwickcc@gmail.com 
Susy Pawl     608-655-3437, susypsnuffles@gmail.com 
Cheri Harwood    608-469-2142 mac9harw@gmail.com 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Our thanks and gratitude to those who gave so much of their energy and time in March for 
the sake of this body of Christ! These include our secretary Kathy Schluter, our organists, Altar 
Guild members, Sunday School teachers and helpers, as well as those serving on Council  or 
other leadership teams, Women of the ELCA, Second Harvest Food Bank leaders and 
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volunteers, Thanks to those who organized the Game Time! Event and volunteered.  Thanks 
also to those who  prepared the newsletter for mailing, ordered supplies and cleaned the 
church, watered the plants, kept track of church finances, counted money, took photographs, 
brewed coffee and provided snacks, baked bread for communion, provided assistance at 
worship such as ushering, reading, or helping with communion, put information in the Courier,  
handled fellowship hall rentals, took out trash, donated paper, and assisted in any other way. 
Holy Trinity would be lost without all of you wonderful volunteers.  You are much appreciated! 
 
A special shout-out to all of those who planned and organized the Spaghetti Dinner & Silent 
Auction; to everyone who donated food and other items for the dinner and/or silent auction; 
those who set-up for the dinner; all of the kitchen help including the cookers, dishwashers, 
and cleaner-uppers; everyone who came and ate spaghetti and bid on silent auction items; 
and those providing childcare for the kids at the movie.  This event could not have happened 
without all of your hard work!!  We’ll keep you posted on the final tally in the May 
newsletter. 

 
 
 
Contact the church office at 608-655-4246 or htcstaff@holytrinity-marshall.com: 
--To schedule weddings, baptisms, or other events 
--If your name is spelled incorrectly, your address has changed (post office charges church when 
things are sent to an old address), you no longer wish to receive the church newsletter, or you 
wish to have the newsletter e-mailed to you 
--Especially to let us know if a member of your family is admitted to the hospital or a nursing 
   home or will be needing surgery 
--You know someone who is a shut-in and would like a visit from the pastor 
--A baby arrives in your family 
--A death occurs in your family 
--You know of someone to be added to the prayer list 
--A member of your family is deployed 
--You need a ride to worship or a church event  
 
 
Pastoral Care   
Please do not hesitate to contact Pastor Raabe for any pastoral need, particularly if you are ill or 
must go into the hospital. Often we find that members have been hospitalized only after they 
have come home! Your well-being is her first concern. Also, please call the office if you would 
like to regularly receive a visit with Holy Communion in your home or apartment.  
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COMMUNITY NEWS 

 
Marshall-Waterloo Food Pantry  The Marshall/Waterloo Food Pantry is located in the lower 
level at 117 E. Madison Street (Hwy. 19) in Waterloo.  (Please use the door in the alley.)  People 
may visit the food pantry once each month. If you or someone you know needs food help, 
please make use of the food pantry.  Hours are Wednesdays from noon-1:00PM and again 
Wednesday evenings from 7:00-8:00 PM.  Saturday hours are from 9:00-10:00 AM.  
 
Community Senior Food Program  This lunch program is every Tuesday at 11:00 a.m. at the 
Marshall Library and is for those 60 years and older and is free, or a small donation may be 
given by those who are able. To order your meal, you must call 608-837-4611, ext. 113, no later 
than noon the Monday before.  
 
RSVP’s Vets Helping Vets Program  If you can spare a few hours to drive veterans to medical 
appointments, contact Tom Poppe  at (608) 238-7901 or via e-mail at tpoppe@rsvpdane.org. 
 
 
Cold weather season is upon us.  Do you need help paying your energy bill?  The Wisconsin 
Home Energy Plus Program may be able to help with winter heating bills.  Find out if you 
qualify by calling Wisconsin Home Energy Plus Program at 1-866-432-8947 OR in Dane County 
call Madison phone 267-8601. 
 

 
 

HOLY TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Staff office hours: Monday-Thursday, 9:00am – 12:00noon 

 
Kathy Schluter, office staff  htcstaff@holytrinity-marshall.com 
Pastor Nancy Raabe e-mail  pastor@holytrinity-marshall.com 
Pastor Nancy Raabe phone         (614)-214-2639 (cell), call or text; home, 608-839-0322 
Like us on Facebook @  HolyTrinityLutheranChurchWI 
Web site    www.holytrinitymarshall.com 
 
 
 

 


