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It has been said that life happens in the interruptions: A visitor you didn’t expect 

while you’re hard at work pulling weeds. A phone call during the last episode of your 

favorite TV show. A knock at the door when you’re finally sitting down to pay the bills. A 

text out of the blue from someone you haven’t heard from in years. A surprising 

Facebook friend request. I each of these God has something in mind for you. The 

question is: Are you paying attention? 

But I want to go one better than “life happens in the interruptions”: New life 

happens in the disruptions. And there is no better narrative of God’s disruptive grace 

than the Book of Acts, with today’s reading being a prime example.  

The risen Jesus has ascended to be with his Father, leaving the disciples 

mystified. Ten days later they gather together on the morning of the minor festival 

marking the second harvest of grain. In Jewish tradition this was called Pentecost, for 

50, since it’s 50 days after Passover. Outside, Jews from across the region have 

congregated for the festival. Then…well, you heard the story, and we’ll get back to that 

in a few moments.  

New life happens in the disruptions. You’d think carefully laid plans would be the 

ticket. In terms of the big picture, for me that’s never been true. My entire life since 
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college has been one of disruptions which at the time made no sense—I got a job in 

daily newspapers although I’d never had a journalism course, I was admitted to 

seminary never having had a religion course, knowing barely more than the preschool 

Sunday School class I’d been teaching. Later I came to see that every step in this zig-

zaggy path was inevitable and seemingly ordained. Each move led to the next.  

I am not saying advance planning is not wise. One could not accomplish any 

meaningful task without it. But since God’s Son came into the world proclaiming God’s 

kingdom, meaning the new world order ruled by love, God has been in the process of 

shaking things up, shaking things loose, so that God’s people, in Christ through the Holy 

Spirit, can be put back together again.  

Acts is where we see this most vividly. The adjectives in our opening hymn give 

voice to this disruptive power: “God of tempest, God of whirlwind”; “God of blazing, 

God of burning”; “God of earthquake, God of thunder.” Violent winds rush in out of 

nowhere. Fire suddenly appears. Earthquakes shatter foundations and prison cells burst 

open. Healings of body and soul occur in incredible ways and startling places. And 

prophets are born, not just here and there as in the Old Testament but in large groups. 

All of a sudden, people begin prophesying—telling the truth about God and what God is 

doing.  

This isn’t something that happened only once 2000 years ago. It’s going on today 

and it will until the world is put right. Reflect for a few moments on ways in which you, 
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in your life, have been surprised by God’s disruptive grace. …. Is anyone willing to share 

one?  

Back to that Pentecost morning. It’s 9 a.m. The festival of Pentecost is about to 

begin. The disciples are gathered inside a house and Jews from all across the 

Mediterranean region have congregated outside in huge crowds. We are inside with the 

disciples. They are startled, then shocked, by the sound of violent wind that filled the 

entire house and tongues of fire that come to rest on each of their heads. These are 

real, and yet there is no damage or injury because they are signs of God’s presence. 

Suddenly they feel the Holy Spirit filling each of them and they begin to speak. Not just 

random speaking, but testifying to God’s mighty deeds of power.  

The most amazing thing is what happens to the people outside. We get a long list 

of where they are all from, all over, each area with its own language or dialect. These 

crowds don’t hear the wind or see the flames, but they hear the sound of the disciples’ 

voices. Each hears in his or her their own language. This is the miracle of Pentecost, not 

that the disciples are speaking in other languages but that everyone can understand 

everything the disciples are proclaiming. (If the disciples were all talking in different 

languages it would sound like babble!) 

This is how the Holy Spirit is first revealed to the world—not as wind, not as fire, 

but as speech about what God has done in Jesus Christ, good news—gospel—that all 

people can understand, regardless of their language, race, or station in life, can 
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understand. The disciples are prophesying—proclaiming the truth about God’s mighty 

deeds of power. Through the Holy Spirit prophets rise up, not just one at a time as in the 

Old Testament but in groups and in public.  

What does all this mean? Peter’s big speech explains it all.  That we are in a 

culminating era of human history in which the world is being re-made in God’s image, 

through Christ and in the Holy Spirit. That the church and all its members are God’s 

agents of change. This isn’t optional; Peter even uses the word “slaves.” And that the 

foreign languages aren’t just a trick. God is at work equipping God’s people to 

communicate the truth of the gospel.  

How do you communicate the gospel? What is the language of your passion? Is it 

that of justice? Then speak out or get involved when you see laws being misinterpreted 

or unjust laws being passed. Is your language food equality? Then spread the word 

about food programs like Marshall’s free summer lunches or get involved in our 

ministries with the Marshall/Waterloo food pantry or Second Harvest.  

Don’t look to your leaders to create meaning. This ability belongs to all who 

receive the Holy Spirit. In the Acts reading, Pentecost begins inside and moves outside. 

Let’s get out there to tell the world about God’s mighty deeds of power.  

Amen.  

 


