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The Baptism of Our Lord                                                  January 10, 2021 
 
 
Gathering: “Baptized and Set Free” (st. 1 and 3)                            ELW 453 
 
 
THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 
 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
the fountain of living water, 
the rock who gave us birth, 
our light and our salvation. 
Amen. 
 
Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, 
we are clothed with God's mercy and forgiveness. 
Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism. 
Water may be poured into the font as the presiding minister gives thanks. 
 
We give you thanks, O God, 
for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters 
and by your Word you created the world, 
calling forth life in which you took delight. 
Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family. 
Through the sea you led your people Israel from slavery into freedom. 
At the river your Son was baptized by John and anointed with the Holy Spirit. 
By water and your Word you claim us as daughters and sons, 
making us heirs of your promise and servants of all. 
We praise you for the gift of water that sustains life, 
and above all we praise you for the gift of new life in Jesus Christ. 
Shower us with your Spirit, 
and renew our lives with your forgiveness, grace, and love. 
To you be given honor and praise 
through Jesus Christ our Lord 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. 
Amen. 
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HYMN: “Brightest and Best of the Stars of the Morning”                       ELW 303 
 

 

GREETING 
 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 
with you all.    
 
And also with you.  
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Holy God, creator of light and giver of goodness, your voice moves over the waters. Immerse us 
in your grace, and transform us by your Spirit, that we may follow after your Son, Jesus Christ, 
our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 
Amen.    
 
WORD 

Genesis 1:1-5                Read by Makayla Nemec 

1In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, 2the earth was a formless void 
and darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God swept over the face of the 
waters. 3Then God said, “Let there be light”; and there was light. 4And God saw that the light 
was good; and God separated the light from the darkness. 5God called the light Day, and the 
darkness he called Night. And there was evening and there was morning, the first day. 
 

GOSPEL: Mark 1:4-11 

The Gospel of the Lord, according to Mark, the first chapter. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
4John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the 
forgiveness of sins. 5And people from the whole Judean countryside and all the people of 
Jerusalem were going out to him, and were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their 
sins. 6Now John was clothed with camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his waist, and he ate 
locusts and wild honey. 7He proclaimed, “The one who is more powerful than I is coming after 
me; I am not worthy to stoop down and untie the thong of his sandals. 8I have baptized you with 
water; but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.” 
 
  9In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the 
Jordan. 10And just as he was coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens torn apart and the 
Spirit descending like a dove on him. 11And a voice came from heaven, “You are my Son, the 
Beloved; with you I am well pleased.” 
 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

SERMON: “Water and Wildness”                     Pastor Nancy Raabe 
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HYMN: “Baptized in Water”        ELW 456 

 

 

Prayers 

On this Sunday of the baptism of our Lord, let us offer our prayers for all in need, responding to 
each petition with words from today’s psalm, “Give us your blessings of peace.” 

A brief silence. 

For the worldwide church; for those who minister in the church; for all who will be baptized this 
year or affirm their baptism; and for their godparents and sponsors: that the Holy Spirit will 
empower all the faithful for lives of service, let us pray. 

A brief silence. 

O God, give strength to your people. 
Give us your blessings of peace. 

For the waters of the earth; for the seas, the lakes, the rivers; for the wells that provide drinking 
water; and for the water that is piped into our homes: that God provide clean and nourishing 
water for all living things:  

A brief silence. 
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O God, give strength to your people. 
Give us your blessings of peace. 

For the nations of the world and their leaders; for international efforts to prevent war and 
reduce violence; for the armed forces; for police officers; and for peacemakers: that God inspire 
all people to work for the harmonious well-being of others, let us pray. 

A brief silence. 

O God, give strength to your people. 
Give us your blessings of peace. 

For students; for teachers and school administrators; for parents assisting their children in home 
schooling; and for young people who are finding a way toward graduation: that as the academic 
year resumes, God give resilience to everyone in the search for education, let us pray. 

A brief silence. 

O God, give strength to your people. 
Give us your blessings of peace. 

For all who are in trouble, want, or sickness; for the countless who are suffering with COVID-19; 
for medical workers; for people who are hungry or homeless, imprisoned or lonely; and for 
those we name here:  

Barb Anderson  Jerry Usgaard  Jeri Goss   Denny Woelffer  Kayla German   Bernard Ray      
Richard Chadwick   Dinah Galston    Darin Wiebe    Karen Knapton  Dorothy Renforth        
Lyliane Browne  The family of Betty Madaus   The family of Donald Kleven 
 
that God grant health and wholeness to a world so filled with pain, let us pray. 

A brief silence. 

O God, give strength to your people. 
Give us your blessings of peace. 

For ourselves: that we rejoice in our adoption as members of God’s family, and that now in this 
silence we bring to God our heart’s requests, let us pray. 

A longer period of silence. 

O God, give strength to your people. 
Give us your blessings of peace. 

In gratitude for our beloved dead, especially Betty Ann Madaus and Donald Louis Kleven, we 
offer our praise for all the baptized who have accompanied us and supported us and taught us 
throughout our days; that at our end we join with them in everlasting joy, let us pray. 

A brief silence. 
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O God, give strength to your people. 
Give us your blessings of peace. 

Almighty and most merciful God, you are the mighty Voice from heaven, you are our beloved 
Savior, you are the descending Dove. We give you thanks for all your goodness and tender 
mercies, and we ask you to accept our prayers for the sake of your mercy, today and forever. 
Amen. 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

GREETING OF THE PEACE 
 
The peace of Christ be with you all! 
And also with you. 

Please remember Holy Trinity with your offerings 
Music for Meditation: “In the Bleak Midwinter” 

Offering Prayer 
O God, 
receive these gifts as you receive us: 
like a mother receives her child, with arms open wide. 
Nourish us anew in your tender care, 
and empower us in faithful service 
to tend to others with this same love, 
through Jesus Christ, our saving grace. 
Amen. 

Blessing 
God the creator strengthen you; 
Jesus the beloved fill you; 
and the Holy Spirit the comforter ☩ keep you in peace. 
Amen. 

Dismissal 
Go in peace. Be the light of Christ. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
 
 

Our Annual Meeting will take place after the drive-in service on Sunday, January 31, 2021.  
 

If you are interested in joining the next Holy Trinity book group discussion, please contact Pastor Raabe at 
pastor@holytrinity-marshall.com or call the church office at 608-655-4246. 


