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Holy Trinity Lutheran Church  +  605 Madison St., Marshall, WI   
Fourth Sunday in Epiphany, January 26, 2020 
Matthew 4:18-23  +  Pastor Nancy M. Raabe 

  

Isn’t if often the case that a crisis in your life gives God the opportunity to show you 

the way forward? It was for me: After Bill and I had lived in Milwaukee for several years, 

we moved to Birmingham, Alabama, because I had been offered a good job as music and 

arts critic for the Birmingham News. Five years later we moved to Columbus, Ohio, where 

he had been offered a good job as head of the new School of Management at Capital 

University. But there was no comparable job for me in Columbus. Of course we would go, 

because it was a great opportunity for him. But what would I do? I really wasn’t qualified 

or trained to do anything other than what I’d been dong. Then in a particularly dark 

moment God said to me, somehow—because I never would have thought of this on my 

own—God said, “Go to seminary.”  

At the beginning of today’s Gospel reading it is a dark moment for Jesus, as well. 

Jesus has been baptized, and endured 40 days in the wilderness with the devil. A bit of 

time has passed, possibly several months. Now, John the Baptist has just been arrested 

because he admonished Herod, the local Roman ruler, for divorcing his wife and pairing up 

with Herodias, the wife of his brother. At this point in Jesus’ life he still seems to think of 

himself as a follower of John, despite what John said at his baptism. In the region around 

the Jordan Jesus is likely to be quickly identified by Romans who were seeking to also kill 

John’s followers, so this is why he withdrew to the more distant region of Galilee.  
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John the Baptist’s unexpected death was a shock to all his followers but none more 

so than Jesus. Of course as God’s Son he knew what his Father’s plan for him was, but not 

all the details of how and when. [only his father knows the time of his death?]  But the 

death of John brought about a major change in Jesus’ ministry. It brought into sharp focus 

what had to come next—that, to fulfill Isaiah’s prophecy, Jesus had to begin in the far 

northern areas around the Sea of Galilee. From there he takes up John’s call to repent, 

with the added message that the kingdom of heaven has come near. And Jesus quickly 

begins to call his disciples. 

A crisis opens up new pathways. There have been in your life, or there will be, those 

times when you find yourself compelled by the Holy Spirit to step into new forms of 

ministry. New forms: Did you know that everything you do is ministry? Martin Luther said 

that all baptized Christians are priests, and are holy in God’s sight. As members of the 

“priesthood of all believers,” how do we then hear Jesus’ call to fish for people?   

Peter, Andrew, James and John were fishermen. When Jesus walks by they are in 

the midst of casting and mending their nets. Jesus calls them using the language of their 

profession. What is this language, ‘fishing for people’? At first we might not see much of a 

relationship, at least on the surface, between fishing and bringing people into God’s 

kingdom. When you catch a fish, you kill it and it eventually becomes food. Or if you are 

doing catch and release, you just throw it back in. Jesus wasn’t telling these new followers 

to bring people into God’s kingdom so they could die (unless you are thinking in a very 

deep theological sense, in that when you become a disciple of Christ you die to sin).  
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And he wasn’t telling these new disciples to bring people in temporarily and then 

cast them back to their old way of life.  

 Where are we in the picture, then? I think fishing lures may give us a clue. 

I don’t know how many of you saw the cover story in the Marshall/Waterloo Courier 

earlier this month on our member Gene Davis. Those who know Gene are surely familiar 

with his passion for duck decoys and fishing lures. This story was telling about how, several 

years ago, he set up a web site to catalogue the huge variety of lures and decoys that have 

been made in Wisconsin, so people can track the history of various styles. Gene’s site, 

Wisconsin Sporting Collectibles, is easy to find online and offers a fascinating journey 

through history with more than 3,000 colorful photos. 

Lures are created so that certain fish will strike them. Gene says in the Courier 

article that he developed his passion for fishing lures 30 years ago, when he discovered his 

old tackle box with the bass lures he had used in his youth. To greatly oversimplify, certain 

lures grab the attention of certain kinds of fish.  

Jesus is calling his disciples to be fishers of people. Where do we fit in? I think we 

are not the ones doing fishing, because that is God’s work. Rather, we are the bait! Or the 

lures, to be more exact. Think of yourself as a uniquely designed fishing lure. You have 

certain qualities—a certain color of character, a certain shape to your life and experiences. 

You move about in the world, you wiggle and jiggle in a certain way, just as a fisherman 

must keep lures dancing about in the water to simulate live bait.     
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 Here is the big question: As God’s uniquely designed lure, are you moving about so 

as to draw others toward you so that they, too, will find themselves compelled to follow 

Jesus? Or are you hanging limply in the water?  

If it’s the latter, then get moving. This church is here to help you find ways to do 

that. In fact, it is the Council’s mandate for 2020 to create more opportunities for you to 

get involved. Watch for those, and if you’re asked to get involved, please don’t say no. All 

family schedules can be accommodated.  

In my two years here, I’ve discovered that specific activities I try to start tend not to 

work out. I don’t feel badly about that, because each time it reminds me that these 

initiatives must come from you. How often have I said, “Think of an idea and we will make 

it happen?” That is still true. Game Day, Euchre, a block party in our parking lot, small 

groups that meet regularly over a meal, fundraising for Lutheran World Hunger, giving 

coats to those in need, more Bible study. The possibilities are endless. So let’s get moving, 

and dance into the new year together.    

Amen.  


